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Ratcliffe Culey—Lane 
Setting—20 April 

The annual tradition of “Lane 
Setting”, which goes back to at 

least 1786, took place at a packed  
Gate Inn in Ratcliffe Culey. 
Richard Trivett (above left, 

accompanied by Hamish & Alan 
from Fred’s Folks), entertained 

with his traditional songs, joined by 
many of the audience.  Auctioneer 

Andrew Barden from Cottons 

conducted the auction of grazing 
rights, raising £500.  Many thanks 
to Justin and Julie at The Gate for 

the delicious food! 

 

Children of Sheepy 
School & Their  
Easter Gardens 

Baptism 
Below—Fiona Lucille 

Wilkins was baptised at 
All Saints Ratcliffe Culey—

see p2 & 7 

Katie Hebbes running her stall at Twycross 
Plant Swap & Sale 
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Church Services—June 2017 
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org 

There is also a communion service at 9am every Thursday at Sheepy Magna 

View From a Ratcliffe Pew 
May 2017 is an interesting month in my life. I am 
going to be 60—a milestone I could never 
imagine—how can I possibly be that old?  Our 
son Simon, his wife Natasha, and our beautiful 
granddaughter Fiona Lucille, are coming over 
from the USA, along with Tasha’s parents Dan 
and Sandee, for the celebrations.  

I suggested that while they were over here it 
would be lovely if Fiona were to be Christened.  
They live in Salt Lake City, and have yet to find an 
Anglican Church to join (they are not Mormon!) 
and I thought it would be nice for little Fi to be 
Baptised in the church (All Saints, Ratcliffe) where 
her Daddy and Uncle Tom (Simon’s twin) had 
been baptised and in which her grandparents 
worship.  Fortunately Mum and Dad agreed so 
it’s going to be a manic few days: they arrive, Fi is 
Christened, and I have a 60th party all within a 
few days.  What a joyous time! 

Baptism, being Christened, is 
the start of a person’s journey 
in the church, the time when 
God claims you for his own 
with the sign of the cross being 
made on your forehead.  It is 
the point at which, if you are a 
baby, other people, Parents, 
Godparents, sponsors, promise 
to lead you in the way of Christ and blessed 
water is poured over your head.  You are 
welcomed into the family of the church.  Finally a 
candle is given and you are told to “Shine as a 
light in the world to the glory of God”. 

Fiona is only six months old but I trust and hope 
that she will follow Christ and shine in the world 
as well as in the lives of all those who love her. 

Sue Wilkins, Ratcliffe Culey 
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View From the Pulpit 
In place of the usual “View from the Pulpit, 
Revd Julia has asked Jean Negus to share 

with us her experience of receiving the royal 
Maundy Money 

 

Royal Maundy Thursday 
What a surprise it was to receive a letter from 
Buckingham Palace to say that I was a recipient of the 
Royal Maundy Money.  I was so shocked that I had to 
ring Revd Julia to confirm that they had the right 
person.  She said it was correct and that I would 
represent all the people in the Sheepy Benefice 
committed to Christian Service in Church and the 
community.  I felt very honoured and humble, as 
there are so many other people in the benefice just 
as deserving. 

The first recorded Royal Maundy distribution was by 
King John in 1210.  The service derives from the Latin 
word “mandatum” meaning a commandment.  Jesus 
said I give you a new commandment: “Love one 
another as I have loved you.”  At the Last Supper 
Jesus knew his hour had come, so he took a towel, 
tied it around him and proceeded to wash the 
disciples’ feet.  The act of the King or Queen washing 
the feet of the poor was discontinued about 1730 but 
the Lord High Almoner and his assistants are still 
girded with linen towels in remembrance, and they 
carry traditional 
nosegays of sweet 
herbs. 

From the fifteenth 
century, the number 
of recipients has 
been related to the 
age of the Sovereign.  
Hence this year 91 
men and 91 women.  
We received two 
leather purses, one red and one white.  The red purse 
contains a five pound coin and a fifty pence piece.  
The white purse contains, in Maundy coins ,silver 
pennies, twopences, threepences and fourpences, as 
many as the age of the Queen.  Maundy coins are 
legal tender and, when we changed to decimal 
currency in 1971, the face value of a set of four coins 
became ten new pence. 

On the day it was an 
early start as we had to 
be at the King Power 
Stadium in Leicester by 
8:45am to be security 
checked, before being 
put on our coaches.  
When we arrived near 
the Cathedral we all dis-
embarked and were 
escorted to the 
Cathedral by lots of 
smiling volunteers and 
young cadets from all three services, and shown to 
our numbered seats. 

John and I were very lucky as we were positioned in 
the centre aisle, John sitting behind me.  From this 
position we had a clear view of the seats on which 
the Queen and Prince Philip sat, so could see them at 
all times during the service. 

The organ music overwhelmed us as we entered.  We 
were all seated by 10:30am and had to remain that 
way while all the processions of Church leaders, civic 
leaders and choirs—Her Majesty's Chapel Royal Choir 
and Leicester Cathedral Choir—entered. 

Then just before 11am a fanfare was sounded as the 
Queen and Prince Philip entered the Cathedral.  The 
service continued with hymns, prayers and readings 
interspersed with the Queen handing out the 
Maundy Money in two stages.  The symbolism of this 
is that the Queen serves you just as Jesus served his 
disciples at the Last Supper.  The Queen was handed 
the purses from the six alms dishes carried by the 
Yeomen of the Guard, the oldest Military Corps now 
existing.  She gave everyone a beautiful smile and we 
had to curtsey or bow and say “Thank you Ma’am”. 
The music sung by the choirs was magical but the 
most moving piece was “Zadok the Priest”, which 
almost took the roof off the Cathedral. 

The service took exactly an hour and, after everyone 
had left, we were escorted back to the coaches to 
return to the King Power Stadium lounge where were 
greeted by tables laid out with a welcoming buffet 
lunch. 

A perfect end to a memorable day. 

Jean Negus 
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Orton News 
Wanted—Events Manager 

If you live in Orton your Community Centre is the 
church and we need a new volunteer (or couple) to 
take on planning and organising village events on a 
regular basis.  

This is an unpaid position but very rewarding.  To 
survive in this day and age your church needs to be 
flexible and offer a variety of community events as 
well as being a christening, wedding & funeral venue.  

So, if you think you fit the bill, please speak to one of 
the Orton churchwardens—Margaret or Sharon 
(contact details at the back of this Gazette). 

Shenton News 
On Easter Sunday 
we held our Easter 
Service, which was 
well attended.  An 
Easter Egg hunt was 
organised and very 
much enjoyed by 
the children in the 
congregation.  As always, all of the church windows 
that were decorated by the residents looked 
gorgeous.  Thank you for your efforts. 

We have new residents in the village.  At 15 Sibson 
Lane we have Robert Seagraves and Katie Locke and 
at Rose Cottage we have Mark and Jenny Green.  We 
would like to welcome them all to our community 
and look forward to getting to know them at 
forthcoming village events, and of course wish them 
every happiness in their new homes. 

Thanks to everyone who very kindly gave up their 
time in April to come and spring clean our church and 
tidy the churchyard.   It was very much appreciated 
and nice to catch up with fellow villagers.  We are so 
lucky to have such a peaceful, beautiful church. 

It was very sad to hear that Linda Lawton passed 
away on 26 April at Orchard House in Market 
Bosworth.  Linda lived in Aqueduct Cottage for many 
years and was a big part of the village during her 
years here.  Our sincere condolences to her son John 
and the family.      Maria Davies 

Progress & Plans 
For  

All Saints 
Project, Sheepy 

1. Contributions 

Thank you to all those people who have already 
contributed to our renovation.  We have 
contributions towards new seating and towards new 
flooring as well as straight personal donations.  

If you are considering giving us support it would help 
us to receive your donation as soon as possible 
because we are asking for grants and need to know 
how much we need.  

We have had two meetings recently with the 
architect and technical advisors so that they can 
produce detailed specifications that will go out to 
contractors for their tenders.  Five contractors will 
be asked to quote and we aim to have their prices by 
the end of June. 

2. Pews 

We have asked a church reclamation specialist to 
look at our pews because they will need to be taken 
out before the contractor can start work on site.  
Several people have expressed an interest in buying 
one or more of the old pews and there may be 
others who would like to consider the possibility.  

When the time comes we will need to move quickly 
so that the church is out of use for a minimum time. 
We need to prepare ourselves for the sale of the 
pews.  If you are interested in buying one of the old 
pews please let us know now.  Tell Neil Jones by 
email (neilandjanjones@gmail.com) or by letter 
(3 Church Lane, CV9 3QS) by 15 June.  You then will 
be contacted later. 

3. Are old coins valueless?  

No, not if you have enough of them!  We all have a 
few old or foreign or even old foreign coins in the 
bottom of a drawer.   

If you would like to donate them to our renovation 
project for Sheepy Church and if we can get enough 
of them (they are bought by weight) then that could 
be another brick in the wall (so to speak).  

Sheepy Church is open daily throughout the summer 
—pop in and leave your unwanted coins and we’ll do 
the rest.  Start a treasure hunt today! 

Sheepy News (cont) 
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Mrs C A Parkes 

MCSP SRP 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

  

Member of Health Professions Council 

  

Orton House Physiotherapy 

Orton House Farm 

Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR 

  

Mobile: 0789 996 6214 

Telephone: 01827 880238 
  

Member of the Organisation of 

Chartered Physiotherapists 

in Private Practice 

Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey 
01827 715701 

Cosy, warm, country pub 
serving real ales,  
fine wines and  

freshly prepared,  
home cooked cuisine. 

Lunchtime menu:  
2 Mains for £12  
(excluding Sunday) 

View our menus online at: 

www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk 

Open Monday 5-10pm 

Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm 

Saturday 12 noon–11pm 

Sunday 12 noon–8pm 

Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3 

Traditional Sun Lunch 12–3:30 

Evening meals Weds–Sat 6–9 

Experienced 
cleaner 

available 
complete with references 

Tel: Anne 01827 875905 

Renovation Experts 
 

High class builder with 30yrs experience 

offering specialist services 

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional 
properties using reclaimed materials & 

traditional building methods 

Barn conversions 

Orangeries/oak conservatories 

Farm houses 

Extensions & alterations 

Luxury period bathrooms 

Bespoke hand-made kitchens 
 

See our range of green oak garden furniture at  

www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk 
 

01827 881085 or 07875 498628 

email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Self Service  

Milk Vending Machine 

Come and try our natural milk, 
produced by the cows at Manor Farm, 

Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey CV9 3NY 

Open 7am to 7pm 

Only £1 per litre 

1Ltr reusable glass bottles and 
2Ltr plastic containers available 

or bring your own container 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Handcrafted Cupcakes & 
Celebration Cakes! 

Vintage china and cutlery hire 

All cakes freshly made to order 
with locally sourced ingredients 

where possible 
 

For further details or to discuss these and  
other catering requirements 

Contact Jane in Sheepy on: 
01827 880996  or  07870 934 192 

www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery 

www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk Advertise Here! 
A box this size (5cm tall)  

costs just £5 per issue 
We can design it for you 
Just contact the editor: 

Helen Anderton 
helenca@waitrose.com 

01827 714855 
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Ratcliffe Culey News 
Ratcliffe Friendship Club 

At our May meeting members and guests were 
pleased to welcome Dianne Foukes, representing 
Guide Dogs for the Blind, and her two ‘puppy walker’ 
colleagues.  Very special guests were Blake and 
Hearty, two handsome young dogs just starting their 
training.  There then followed a most interesting talk 
and discussion on the charity’s work. 

Our charity event this year will be in aid of Guide 
Dogs for the Blind—see box right.  Please support us 
by coming along &/or giving contributions, especially 
for the tombola, to Marjorie, 9 Church Lane 01827 
714405; or Juliet, 11 Main Road 01827 713766. 

Note for your diary: Wednesday 5 July a presentation 
lunch at Purley Chase Centre at 12:30pm. 

We were all very sorry to hear further of Barbara 
Lowe’s prolonged stay in hospital and hope that she 
will be home before too long. 

Janet Hallam 
The following is a short extract from Colleen Annan’s 
homily read at Janet’s funeral. 

Janet was born in Dordon and after school went to 
Birmingham to train as a children’s nurse.  She 
worked there until she married Robert.  She and 
Robert were married at Dordon Methodist Chapel 
and shortly afterwards they moved into their 
house in Ratcliffe.  Janet loved all animals and was 
a great supporter of the RSPB.  She was a good 
friend to many people and will be sadly missed. 

General Election 
The church room will be in use as a Polling Station for 
this election on Thursday 8 June.  Polling booths will 
be delivered on 7 June and collected on 12 June. 

Churchyard tidy-up 
We would welcome anyone who can spend some 
time to help tidy up the churchyard on Saturday 
10 June between 10am and 12 noon.  We hope to 
clear up around gravestones and awkward places 
where mowers can’t reach so shears or strimmers 
would be good if you have them.  Also spades and 
rakes are always useful. 

Past Event—Quiz Night 
There was hardly room for Quiz Queen Karen and 
Question Master Michael as we struggled to fit in 8 
tables and 30 people, our best attendance yet.  We 
managed, however, and everyone enjoyed an 
evening of challenging questions.  Thanks to all those 
who joined in. 

Special Event 
A large congregation of family and friends celebrated 
the baptism of Fiona Lucille Wilkins, daughter of 
Simon and Natasha and first grandchild of Sue and 
Dave Wilkins.  Natasha’s parents Dan and Sandy also 
travelled all the way to Ratcliffe from Utah, USA to be 
present at the baptism.  We welcome Fiona into the 
church family.  See Sue’s “View” page 2 and photo 
front cover. 

Lane Setting—see front cover 
Parish Council News—see p11 

Dogs in the churchyard 
Sorry to have to mention this yet again, but there has 
been recent evidence of dog mess in places near the 
churchyard gate and adjacent graves.   

Most people are very good about clearing up after 
their dogs and using the disposal bin provided by the 
parish council.  It’s when dogs are not kept on the 
lead that they may run off and make a mess out of 
sight of their owner.   

Please let’s keep the churchyard a pleasant place to 
walk in for everyone. 

Next Services 
Sunday 28 May, Holy Communion 10am 
Sunday 25 June  
  Holy Communion & Baptism 10am 

Richard Jones 

Charity Afternoon Tea 
3-5pm Sat 10 June 

Ratcliffe Church &  
Outside if Fine 

The Ratcliffe Friendship Club’s 
Annual Charity Event, this year in 

aid of Guide Dogs for the Blind 

Admission just £1 

Tombola, Raffle, Cakes & Produce,  
Bric-a-brac, Handmade cards,  

Bring-&-Buy, Plants etc. 

Refreshments available. 

Come along, meet your friends and  
support this worthy cause. 
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Lawn 
Care 

Garden 
Maintenance 

Contact Clive on: 
Tel    01827 713379 
Mob  07971 646107 

Cleaning 
Paths & 
Paving 

Rubbish 
Removal 

Tree Pruning 
Hedge  
Trimming 

Weeding 

 

Lab Cote Windows 
Upvc windows, Doors, Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits Guttering 

Deal direct with the Company owner.  We do not use sales reps and we prepare 
written quotes for your consideration.  Established over 35 years. 

Energy saving  A-Rated Windows as standard.  Triple glazing also available. 

We offer free no obligation advice to prevent expensive mistakes. 

CERTASS approved (to issue Document L Building Control Certificates.) 

Please ask for our free Company Checklist to help you make your decision, we will be happy to 
send you a copy without obligation.  Contact us to see if we can help, you will be glad you did! 

Tel 01827 881531   Mobile 07932 996745 
www.labcotewindows.co.uk   E mail labcotewindows @aol.com 

Sheepy Local History 
Society 

At April’s meeting there was an 
illustrated talk on “Sheepy Parva 
after the Enclosure of 1769”, a 
short film about a past Lane 
Setting event at Ratcliffe Culey 
and details of documents recently 
acquired.  These include the list of 
the first shareholders of C B Lowe 
Ltd, Sheepy Mills from 1895, 1914 
Report & Balance Sheet of C B 
Lowe Ltd; 1924 auction catalogue 
of the contents of Sheepy Hall ; 
1902 auction catalogue of New 
House Grange; 1899 sales 
particulars of the Perkins Arms, 
Orton-on-the-Hill, etc. 

On display: 18/11/1914 Original 
Illustrated War News; 1924 
Original auction catalogue & plan 
of Sheepy Hall Estate; 1939 Air 
Raid precautions for 
Warwickshire; 1951 Original 
auction catalogue of Pinwall 
Lodge; Complete eight volumes of 
Nichols History & Antiquities of 
Leicestershire; 1978 Parish 
Magazines; Newspaper articles, 
etc. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 
9 May at 7:30pm at Sheepy 
Memorial Hall.  Everyone 
welcome.  Please note that there 
will be no cataloguing session in 
May as this coincides with a Bank 
Holiday. 

Contact details: Lynne Percival. 
Tel. 01827 880721 or email: 
sheepyhistory@btinternet.com. 

http://www.labcotewindows.co.uk
mailto:sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
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Sheepy News (cont p8& p5) 

The Sheepy Village Sale 
May the 1st—a day to remember: people came from near 
and far to stroll around the picturesque village grabbing a 
bargain or two.  Over 50 homes opened up stalls, all 
creating a great community spirit and a wonderfully 
friendly atmosphere, making the day fun for all ages.  More 
than 20 creatively decorated sheep were hiding in various 
locations as part of the Spot the Sheep competition.  Did 
you find them?  The winner, chosen after much delib-
eration by Judge Neil, was “Dancing Daisy” created by Sam.  
Daisy was also chosen as the favourite by Tamworth 
visitors Jacob and Maisie.  Photos on the back cover. 

A huge THANKYOU goes to all the planning team and 
everyone who gave up their time, provided refreshments, 
donated prizes, or just took part in the day.  It all paid off 
with over £900 raised to support the upkeep of the 
Memorial Hall, which provides a community building for 
events throughout the year.  

Save the date for another fundraising event: Tramps’ 
Supper on Saturday 7 October. 

Food & Fellowship In Church 
There are further plans to eat in church: 

Brunches on 10 June, 8 July, and 12 August between 
10am and 12 noon.  £5 a head.  Full cooked 
breakfast, toast and marmalade and endless tea and 
coffee. 

Update on Church Project—p5 
Mothers’ Union 

On 19 June 3.00pm.  Please note change of time, 
Strawberry tea at the home of Mrs Jean Negus. Moat 
House, Sibson Rd, Sheepy Parva. We join with Open 
House group and all money raised goes to Tear Fund. 

Open House 
See details for Mothers’ Union above. 

Tuesday Church 
Tuesday Church is an informal service 
with music, a story and a craft activity.  It is held on 
the second Tuesday of the month, at 1:30pm in 
Sheepy Church.  Reception children from Sheepy 
Primary School attend, but this service is open to all 
pre-school children and their carers.  The next 
service is on Tuesday 13 June.  This will be our last 
service before our summer break; there will not be 
services in July and August.  If you care for a young 
child why not come along and see what we do?  All 
helpers are fully DBS checked. 

Sheepy WI 
Sheepy WI recently enjoyed an evening of Indian 
Cookery and made sheep scarecrows for the May 
Day Village Sale (photos back cover—plus Jean 
Pritchett finishing her London Marathon!) 

If these events sound interesting we’d love you to 
come and join us.  We meet at Sheepy Memorial Hall 
on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm. 
sheepywi@hotmail.com 

Sheepy Magna Ladies’ Group 
A big “thank you” to Helen Anderton for a most 
entertaining evening in April.  We also enjoyed a trip 
to The Concordia Theatre to see “Barnum”.  The next 
meeting is our Strawberry Tea on Weds 21 June—
definitely not to be missed! 

We will be having outings to Coton Manor Gardens 
on 19 July and Whitesmoor Antique Centre with 
Afternoon Tea on 16 August.  We are a friendly group 
who meet on the third Wednesday of each month 
unless otherwise publicised, in Sheepy Memorial Hall 
at 7:30pm.  Why not come along and join us?  New 
members and visitors are always welcome.  For more 
information ring Sue on 880517 or Pat on 880627. 

 

 
 

Sheepy Church Fete 
Saturday 1 July at 3 pm 
£1 Entrance–Children free 

Opens with "Inspirations" choir in Church 

FUN DOG SHOW at 3:30pm 
Registration for classes starts at 2:45 pm , Entry 

fee £2 per class or £5 for 3 classes 

Goody Bags for all entrants. 

Classes :-  Cutest Puppy ( under 18 months old) 

Most handsome Dog 

Prettiest Bitch 

Dog most like its owner (fancy dress optional) 

Best Trick 

Best Golden Oldie (dog 5 yrs old and over ) 

Musical Sits 

Dog the Judge would most like to take home. 

Best in Show 

COMPETITION—New this Year 
Best 6 Fantastical, Flavoursome, Fairy Cakes.  

2 classes :- Adults and Children under 12 

Refreshments, Pimms stall, Beer stall, Ice Cream,  
Tombola, Bottle Stall, Cakes, Jam Jar tombola, 

Skittles, Children's games, raffle  
and many more. 

mailto:sheepywi@hotmail.com
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FENCE MAN JOHN 

 

 

 
 

FOR POST AND RAIL FENCING  

THAT LOOKS "THE PART" 

DESIGNED AND BUILT  

TO "DO THE JOB" AND LAST 
 

Feather edge, post & rail, picket 
fencing; panels supplied/fitted  

Post repair specialist 

Rose arches, raised beds, 
planters, screens 

Garden gates made to order 

Garden woodworking solutions 
 

No job too small 
 

All jobs surveyed free first 

Written estimate within 7 days 
 

Stoke Golding 

Call John on 01455 212984  

or Mob 07890 070681 

www.fencemanjohn.co.uk 

MG EVANS & SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

  

Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX 
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours 

  

20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN 
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours 

  

Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business 

Rolls Royce Hearse 
Horse Drawn Hearse 

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk 

GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS 
Jaguar Limousines 

Pinwall Garden Services 

Call Dan on 07931 506613 
 

Regular garden maintenance 

One-off tidy ups 

Tree and Shrub pruning 

Grass and hedge cutting 

All types of weed control 

Fencing work 

 

 

 
 

Restore your inner peace with  
a relaxing treatment 

*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT 

*Indian Head Massage 

*Hot Stones Massage 

Call JILLY on 07971 488690 
Reiki Master and Teacher 

Advertise Here! 
A box this size (5cm tall)  

costs just £5 per issue 
We can design it for you 
Just contact the editor: 

Helen Anderton 
helenca@waitrose.com 

01827 714855 
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Community News 
SHEEPY PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - 

JUNE 17 UPDATE  
We may have seemed quiet, but the Steering 
Group has been undertaking detailed analysis of 
the Consultation Questionnaire data, collating 
supporting information, and starting to draft the 
policies to be contained in the Neighbourhood 
Plan (expected early June).  We are learning much from our Planning 
Consultant, who is making sure we are compliant with legislation.   
 

OUR TIMELINE FOR 2017 
June  Approval of draft policies by the Parish Council  

August Statutory bodies’ consultation on Pre-submission Plan 

October Parishioner consultation on Pre-submission Plan 

December Submission of Neighbourhood Plan to Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough Council (HBBC) and for Independent Examination 

Early 2018  Parish Referendum  

We need your support at the Referendum in early 2018.  With the 
Sheepy Parish electorate voting to accept the Neighbourhood Plan, the 
Parish Council and HBBC will be able to use the policies for future 
Parish planning matters. 
 

TO FIND OUT MORE 
Our website is kept up to date with the work of the Steering Group: 
www.sheepyparishneighbourhoodplan.com  
Monthly updates are also in the Sheepy Parish Council minutes 

 
FACEBOOK   SheepyParishNP  92 people are following us 
 
TWITTER   @SheepyParishNP 

Scarecrows to 
Bonfires! 

What?  Sheepy 
Scarecrow Trail and bake 

off cake auction 

When?  2-3 September 2017 

Why?  In aid of Sheepy Bonfire 
Society Fireworks party on  

Friday 3 November 

Who? Everyone from all the Gazette 
villages is invited to take part 

Entry to the scarecrow comp is just £5 
and you could win an amazing prize for 

being placed first, second or third 

Please send your name, address and 
scarecrow theme or name  

by 15 July to  

sheepybonfiresociety@gmail.com 

News for Ratcliffe from 
Witherley Parish Council Minutes 
Extracts from the Minutes of the May 2017 Meeting 

 The annual “Lane Setting” took place at The Gate, 
Ratcliffe Culey on 20 April.  A total of £500 was 
raised from the auction of grazing rights—slightly 
down on 2016 but still covering the costs of the 
event.  (Originally, in the late 16th century, Lane 
Setting raised funds to maintain the roads within 
Ratcliffe Culey.  Nowadays it funds the event 
itself—editor)  

 There has not been any crime reported in the 
parish during the last month. 

 There had been a vehicle theft and a burglary in 
Twycross. 

 Cllr Cook reported an incident of an opportunist 
burglar spotted in Fenny Drayton.   

 Church Lane grass verge has not been cut. Clerk to 
chase with contractor.  

 The bend from Ratcliffe Culey to Atherstone prior 
to the Mythe Lane junction is dangerous, would 
LCC consider painting rumble strips to slow 
traffic?  Clerk to investigate.  

http://www.sheepyparishneighbourhoodplan.com
mailto:sheepybonfiresociety@gmail.com
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JAMIE EDWARDS 
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

  

Tel: 01827 881098 
Mobile: 07900 908007 

Sibson 

High Class Interior & Exterior 

Painting & Decorating 

M D Matthews 
  

Telephone: 01827-718974 
Mobile: 07946-731649 

Email:  
mdmatt@btinternet.com 

PRIME BEEF & LAMB 
LOCALLY PRODUCED 

Licensed to deal in game 

             BATES OF  
    ATHERSTONE LTD 

6 Market Street, Atherstone 
Telephone: 01827 713175 

 

OAKEY & MILLER 
GARDENING SERVICES 

 
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding, 

Hedge cutting, Slab laying, Fencing 

No job too small 
 

Call ROBERT on 07814 586013 
or STUART on 07478349521 

for a free quote 

MKS Décor 
 

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

For a FREE quotation contact 

Matthew on: 07816 428929 

email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk  

Advertise Here! 
A box this size (5cm tall)  

costs just £5 per issue 
We can design it for you 
Just contact the editor: 

Helen Anderton 
helenca@waitrose.com 

01827 714855 

Softleys 
in the Square 

Market Bosworth 
Telephone:  

01455 290464 
All menus available to view online or telephone us 

Accommodation available from £69.00 

Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26 

A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner 

Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16 

email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com 
www.softleys.com 

 

SMITHS GARAGE LTD 
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE 

CV9 3NB 
  

• NEW & USED CAR SALES 

• SERVICE & MOT TESTING 

• ACCIDENT REPAIRS 

• FORD PARTS SALES 
 

OPENING HOURS: 
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am to 5:00pm 

  

TELEPHONE 
01827-712156 
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Sibson News 

Sibson Church  
Flower Festival  

Celebration  
Gourmet Night 

7:30pm Saturday 10 June 
Sibson Village Hall 

£40 per head 

Come and join us for a fabulous local gourmet night 
out and raise fund for St Botolph’s Church, Sibson 

Event run by the highly recommended  
“gourmet pop up” team 

Check them out at Facebook: gourmetpopup 

Bookings can be made direct with them: 
Email: gourmetpopup2015@gmail.com 

Tel: 01827 880539, Mobile: 07793553045 

Sibson 
Village Hall 

Looking for somewhere to hold a regular 
group or event?  Look no further 

Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any 
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road 

parking and a pleasant outdoor area.   
 

Cost of hire: 
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:  

£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £6.50 per hour 
 

We only charge for the time of the event 
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards 

 

For further details, to check availability, and to book  
Please call Brian May on 01827 880511 

 @Sibson Parish Village Hall 

St Botolph’s Church Sibson 

Festival of Flowers and 
Photography 

“All Things Bright 
& Beautiful” 

Sat 10 & Sun 11 June 2017 
11am—4pm 

Refreshments,  
Raffle, Stalls 

 

Songs of Praise 

Sunday 11 June 4pm 
Everyone very welcome 

Ladies That Lunch:  
We shall be meeting on the following dates. 

Thursday 22nd June 12.30pm at The Redgate 

Thursday 20th July at The Globe, Snarestone. 

You are welcome to join us. 

Weekend of the Flower Festival: 
If you have an hour or so to spare, help is required 
serving refreshments, running the raffle etc.  Also 
donations of cakes for refreshments and to sell are 
very welcome.  Thank you. 

Please contact either:  

Alison 07794 567 992, 
Cathy 07725 813 350, 
Sally 01827 880782, or 
Liz 01827 880773, if you are willing to help.  Thanks. 

Sibson Churchyard 
Many thanks to all who helped with the spring 
cleaning and patio slabbing project on 29 April.  
Special thanks to Chris White for the use of the 
power tools, without which we would still be 
chipping away at the concrete. 

Further work parties are on the first Sunday monthly, 
from 10am.  

If you can spare an hour, or more, come along.  Your 
help will make a big difference.  Nigel Bond 

Photograph Competition 
We are looking for photographs of 

the countryside, flora and fauna 
taken locally throughout the year.  

Winning photographs will be published in the 2018 
calendar in aid of Sibson village hall and church. 

Separate categories for Adults and Children, 
so kids get snapping too!   

Entry deadline: 1 October 2017.  Send your entries 
to alison@genysisconsultants.co.uk  

mailto:gourmetpopup2015@gmail.com
mailto:alison@genysisconsultants.co.uk
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To Advertise in the Gazette, contact the Editor:  
Helen Anderton 

helenca@waitrose.com 
01827 714855 

(£1 per column centimetre per issue, or £40 a half page) 

 

We are the area’s leading stockists of accessories and components: 

01827 

      716111 
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Twycross News 
St James’ Church 

49 CLUB Winners: Joan Muglestone, Denise Hughes, 
Lynne Davis & Sue Hewitt. Congratulations to all. 
Next subs are due on 3 June 2017. 

Free Trampoline (8ft diameter, made by “Plum”).  A 
garden trampoline free to a good home!  Condition: 
used and will need a new safety net, but sound 
structure.  Comes with a winter cover.  Call Audrey 
on 01827 880035 to view if interested. 

St James Church Project 

The long-awaited church kitchen and toilet project 
has commenced and is progressing well. 

Pews have been removed to make way for the run of 
worktop / sink and for the new open seating area.  

We hope to reuse as many pews as possible and to 
diminish any impact that this modern addition will 
have on the main body of our historic building.  

There was some excitement during the removal of 
sub-soil, when a collection of bones was uncovered.  
These have been safely secured, ready for interment 
at a later date. 

Plant Swap and Sale 
Held for a second time, the plant swap was again 
very successful, with a steady trickle of people 
bearing plants large and small.  Thank you to 
everyone who supported with their plant donations 
or purchases, as well as cakes, pies and jams which 
went down a treat.  We also received generous 
donations of plants from our local firm Rickards.  

The total raised was an amazing £127, but the real 
gain was the chance to meet old and new friends. 
Just like plants, we all thrive from a little attention! 
Don't forget to plant your own seeds of friendship 
this spring.   (Photo front cover) 

Twycross House School -
Performance of ‘Three Little Pigs.’ 

The 
Reception 
class at 
Twycross 
House 
School 
performed 
the Three 
Little Pigs 
to a 

delighted 
audience 
of parents, 
grand-
parents 
and their 
teachers. 
The 
children 
thoroughly 
enjoyed 

taking part 
and took 
great 
pleasure in 
performing 
and singing. 

(colour 
photos on 
the benefice 
website). 
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Maths Tuition 
Available for AS, A Level,  

GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs 

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958 

 

www.francescasinclair.co.uk 

Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk 

Telephone 07901 547360 

Private Tuition 
since 2004 by  

fully qualified teacher 

A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology 

GCSE Maths & Sciences 

Home schooling, adult learners &  

teacher training support 

Dr Alan Wood 
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel: 01827 719923 

TIM HARDING 

Your Local Electrician 
 

no job too small or large 

FREE advice  

& quotations 
 

Telephone 

07977 012940 or 01827 880473 

Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna, 

Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ 

Market Bosworth 

Country Show 

Scams & Crimes 
Local police warn of recent thefts of tractor GPSs, quad bikes, and tools: in 
May from the Fenn Lane area, Sibson and Pinwall, and in April from Nailstone, 
Upton and Dadlington—local farmers and land owners be vigilant.  Phone in 
any suspicions to 101, or 999 if a crime is in progress. 

Ransomware—we’ll all have seen reports of the recent NHS problems: 

 Install system and application updates on all devices as soon as they 
become available. 

 Install anti-virus software on all devices and keep it updated. 

 Create regular backups of your important files to a device that isn’t left 
connected to your network as any malware infection could spread to 
that too. 

 If you do get caught, DON’T pay the ransom, there is no guarantee you 
will get your files unlocked—go to a reputable computer expert to get 
disinfected, but assume your locked files are probably lost. 

mailto:the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
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On 7 May we had a wonderful evening service in church for the 
Commissioning of our new Head Teacher, Mrs Alison Field.  It was 
fantastic to see everyone coming together to celebrate and 
welcome Mrs Field.  The Year 6 children read prayers and there 

were welcomes from Carolyn Lewis 
from Leicester Diocese, Reverend 
Julia and other members of the 
community and school.  (Pictured  
L-R: Revd Julia, Alison Field and 
Carolyn Lewis.) 

Mrs Field received some gifts 
including a Bible from the Diocese, 
a Holding Cross from Reverend 
Julia, keys to the school from the 
Church Wardens and a lovely 
picture made by the children using 
their finger prints as sheep (which 
they called ‘The Sheepy Flock’)—
left. 

The Summer Term has started with lots of exciting learning.  In 
the Cotswold Class we have been learning about maps and the 
similarities and differences between Sheepy and seaside places 
in our topic ‘Home and Away’.  We are looking forward to learning 
about ‘Wacky Weather’ next. 

At the start of the year each child in the Cotswold Class brought 
a large plant pot to school and over the Spring term we enjoyed 
planting, watching and learning about spring flowers.  This half 
term the children have been busy replacing the flowers with 
vegetables as part of our learning in science (right); we are 
looking forward to watching them grow and, hopefully, eating 
them.  

Portland Class have been doing lots of learning through the Snail 
and the Whale story.  They had 
an emergency situation when 
they found a whale stuck up the 
tree outside school!  Luckily the 
fire brigade was on hand to help 
rescue the whale and bring him 
to safety (left).  Some children 
explored the fire engine (right). 

We have celebrated Deaf 
Awareness week in school.  The 
children have been learning 
about deaf culture and thinking 
what it would be like to be deaf.  
They have learnt how they can support communication with 
one another and with someone who is deaf.  We all had a go at 
learning some British Sign Language and shared a great new 
book called Daisy and Ted’s Awesome Adventures. 

Nicola Olds, Cotswold class teacher 

Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News 
www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk 

All photos in colour on 

www.sheepybenefice.org 
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www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall  07583 272624 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk 

Sheepy Memorial Hall 

Regular Activities 

Adult Tap Classes: 1st,2nd,3rd Thursdays 7pm, 
contact Bonnie 07973 743217 see p4. 

Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon till 1:30 pm.  
All comers welcome, just turn up.  

Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 
10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and 
Tea, great chat and company. 

Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd 
Tuesday monthly, plus Research & Cataloguing 
last Monday monthly, 10-12 in 1st Flr Heritage 
Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com 

Zumba with Bonnie: 9:15am Wed, 8:45pm 
Thurs see p4, £4 for 1 hour, 07973 743 217.  

Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve 
monthly 01827 880517 

Didgeridoo Class: with tutor Mark Harwood.  
Beginners welcome, no instrument required.  
7:30pm 4th Weds of the month, £5. 

Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday 
monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm  

Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday 
monthly 7pm. 

Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 
email puppyschool@mail.com, website 
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk 

Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm 
- Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602 

Sparkenhoe Arts Society 
www.sparkenhoearts.co.uk  

Next lecture  

 

 

New season starts June 2017 

Details not yet available at time of 
 going to press 

Please see website for details: 

www.sparkenhoearts.co.uk 

Sheepy Shed Brunch Club 
Every Wednesday 10.30am 

Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and Tea, 
great chat and company. 

CLOSURE OF  
APPLEBY MAGNA FILM 

SOCIETY 
A lack of funds, and of volunteer 
capacity to run the club,  
has resulted in the decision, taken at the recent 
AGM, to close. 

The remaining funds and our equipment are to be 
offered to the Church Hall in Appleby Magna. 

The Committee thanks those members and guests 
who have supported the club over the years. 

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07583 272624,  
the new website (see above), or from Anji on 07837 370714. 

Hall Bookings: 

Available for parties, family celebrations  and funerals. 

Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.   
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details. 
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Emergency Numbers 

If you find yourself housebound and in 
need, please ring one of these 

numbers for help: 

Sheepy:  Mrs Green 01827 880047 or  
Mrs Negus 01827 880645 

Ratcliffe:  Mrs Pratt 01827 714565 

Orton:  Mrs McKay 01827 880308 

Twycross:  vacant 

I’m delighted to welcome no less than 4 new advertisers this month: 
Julie Hobbs will groom your dog at Hobb Hounds—p4; 
Liz Hulme will help with your household & gardening chores, Girl Friday p4; 
Karen’s Acupuncture Clinic, based at the newly renovated Therapy Room at Swan House, 
Market Bosworth, also advertises on page 4; whilst 
Market Bosworth Show takes place on 2 July, see page 16. 
 

I’m also delighted that Tony Coley has volunteered to step in as deputy editor, from time 
to time, to give me a break and cover for absence. 
 

Don’t forget the Gazette can also be viewed, in full colour, on the benefice website: 
www.sheepybenefice.org.   
Please send news for the July/August double edition to your village correspondent, as 
named above, by 12 June at the latest.  
I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but I reserve the right, as 
editor, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.   Many thanks HA 
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Thanks To Eileen 
The Trustees of Sheepy 

Playing Field Association 
offer many thanks to Eileen 

Baker, for the numerous 
years she has dedicated as a 
trustee, and wish her all the 

best for the future. 
Left—Eileen is presented 

with flowers by Sheepy PFA 
Chairman Clive Blewitt. 

Sheepy WI 
Another success for Jean Pritchett, who decided to run the 
2017 London Marathon after watching it on TV while doing 

the ironing.  She started training in November, regretted 
the decision after her first 1km run but persevered.  She 

finished the race in a respectable time and also raised 
£2,400 for “Children with Cancer UK”.  Other photos show 

Indian Cookery and scarecrow-making—see page 9. 

Sheepy Sheep! 
Just a few of the “Spot the 

Sheep entrants (p9) including 
the winner, “Dancing 
Daisy”, who flung her 
legs apart when you 

pulled her string! 

The 1st Sheepy Magna 
Brownies celebrated their 

35th year in May.  The 
Brownies marked the 

occasion with a party at 
Sibson Village Hall.  They 

all came in their party 
outfits to enjoy a disco, 
party games, ice cream 

soda and chocolate cake!  
Here’s to another 35 years.  


