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Covering: Orton » Ratcliffe » Sheepy » Shenton » Sibson » Twycross 
www.sheepybenefice.org or              (search: Sheepy Group of Churches) 

Head Alison Field & Head of RE Linda Goadby walking the 
Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Labyrinth drawn in chalk at 
Sheepy CofE Primary by Revd Julia & Michelle Nelson. 

SHEEPY’S TUESDAY CHURCH 
Recep on Children with cake  

made by Sue Houghton. 
Animal masks, which the children coloured in. 

Sheepy School Communion 
with Year 6 on Ascension Day 
that launched ‘Thy Kingdom 

Come ‘.  
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Church Services—June 2018 
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org 

NB Whilst Sheepy Church is being re‐ordered, services will be held in Sheepy CE Primary 
School, with a weekly 9am Thursday Holy Communion in Orton Church (except 2nd Thurs ) 

View From an Orton Pew 
ORTON CHURCH UPDATE 

Progress at last!  Workmen are expected in mid‐July 
to hand dig new French drains around most of the 
church perimeter to improve the damp problem 
around the inside walls.  This was a prerequisite to 
obtaining permission to alter the interior of the 
building.  A er some serious form filling for grants 
and nego a ng with architects and builders we are 
about to start Phase 1 of our Community Project to 
move the exis ng Victorian font and improve the area 
at the back of church to make it more user friendly for 
everyone.  Our impressive Grade 1 listed church 
cannot survive for worship alone but it is an important 
part of the village so we plan to improve the layout, 
hea ng and ligh ng to encourage regular social 
events, classes etc – just let us know what you would 
like. 

In case you are curious and wonder what all the 
money you all so generously spend at fundraisers is 
spent on, this current work to the drainage is going to 
cost £35,000.  If anyone would like to help with the 
next round of grant applica ons please, please get in 
touch – all you need is access to a computer! 

Margaret McKay    

Church warden, Orton on the Hill 
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View From the Pulpit 
Every year we celebrate Pentecost - that day when God poured out his Holy Spirit 

upon all flesh as he promised through the prophet Joel: 

 ‘In those last days it will be. God declares that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 

flesh, and your sons and daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 

visions, and your old men shall dream dreams…’   

As an analogy I share with you the story of Mr . Yates, a man who during the 

depression owned a sheep ranch in Texas.  He didn’t have enough money to continue 

paying on his mortgage - in fact he was forced like many others to live on government subsidies.        

Each day as he tended his sheep he worried about how he was going to pay his bills.  Sometime later a 

seismographic crew arrived on his land and said that there might be oil on his land and could they test drill.  

After a lease was signed they went ahead.       

At 1115 feet a huge oil reserve was struck - subsequent wells revealed even more oil than the first well 

revealed.  Mr Yates owned it all. He had the oil and mineral rights.      

He had been living on benefits- yet he was a millionaire.       

Think of it - he owned all that oil with its tremendous potential, yet he did not realize it.   

He found what had always been there - and he used it - and it changed his life.   

 

In the days between Ascension and Pentecost the Archbishops of Canterbury and York invited us as a 

church community to pray ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ praying intentionally for those who have not yet 

encountered the love of God in Jesus Christ.  

“There’s absolutely nothing I can do or any of us can do without the power of the Holy Spirit in the 

service of Christ. Nothing at all.” ++Justin Welby. 

We have done this in a variety of ways… 

In our Church services; with our Church school using prayer bracelets & walking a large chalk labyrinth; 

introducing a prayer box; and  daily prayer for others to come to know Christ for themselves.  

 

What gifts do you have?   

What gift or set of gifts has God poured out upon you so that you might love and serve your God and your 

neighbour in the way God has intended especially for you ?   

That is what the Spirit is about, what the gifts are about.   

They are there to be used in the work of God, a work to which we are all called, and which, when we all serve 

as we are intended - transforms us, our communities, and our world - into what God intends us to be.   Always 

praying for His Kingdom to come! 

 

Blessings, Revd. Julia 
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Mrs C A Parkes 
MCSP SRP 

 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

  

Member of Health Professions Council 
 
  

Orton House Physiotherapy 
Orton House Farm 

Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR 
 
  

Mobile: 0789 996 6214 
Telephone: 01827 880238 

Email: adams.pavier@gmail.com 
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Orton News 
ORTON MARATHON – WE SMASHED IT!  
Report by Mark Dalton 
 
On a beau ful bank holiday Saturday in May the 
villagers, friends and families of Orton turned out in 
force to undertake a marathon by running, jogging, 
walking, cycling, buggy pushing, three‐legged racing 
and even pushing a grandson in a wheel barrow! 

The intent was to complete a distance of a land 
marathon = 26.2 miles but it became quickly 
apparent that we were going to surpass this distance.  
It became a case of Team Orton clearly going the 
extra mile which resulted in an amazing total distance 
of 116 miles – more than four marathons in total!  
Add to this the distance covered by Joe, safety cyclist, 
who completed a further marathon on his own – 
WELL DONE JOE! 

Team Orton comprised of an entrant from South 
Africa along with one of our most senior entrants 
who returned to Orton all the way from Western 
Australia.  We were also supported by villagers Andy 
who completed an 11 mile run on the day in Japan 
and Kent who ran his mile barefoot on the beach in 
Oman. 

A huge thank you to everyone who took part, 
especially the children, raising over £1,000 for Cancer 

Research and St Edith’s Church.  Special thanks to 
event organisers Carol, Tom and Alan along with the 
safety team of Joe, Shaun, Foggy, Jan, Fiona, Damien 
and Lee without whom the event wouldn’t have gone 
ahead – and of course Andy for excep onal 
photography and to The Unicorn for allowing us to 
hold the event there.  Well done Team Orton: overall 
an excep onal day was had by all demonstra ng a 
very strong Orton community spirit whilst raising 
money for good causes! 

St Edith’s Church would like to add their 
congratula ons to Mark and his back up team for 
organising such an inspiring event both as community 
fun, a fund raiser and encouraging everyone to 
exercise. A very big thank you X 

 
CHURCH FESTIVAL 
What a scorcher – its not very o en people come in 
to Orton Church to cool down especially at this me 
of the year but with temperatures outside reaching 
26 degrees even sun worshippers were seeking 
shade.  Refeshments did a roaring trade as did 
Richard’s excellent home grown plants raising a total 
of approximately £1,250 for church funds.  Many 
thanks to all who came or helped in any way, you all 
add something special to the event! 



June 2018                               Sheepy Benefice Gazette 

6 

Lawn 
Care 

Garden 
Maintenance 

Contact Clive on: 
Tel    01827 713379 
Mob  07971 646107 

Cleaning 
Paths & 
Paving 

Rubbish 
Removal 

Tree Pruning 
Hedge  
Trimming 

Weeding 

 

Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey 
01827 715701 

Cosy, warm, country pub 
serving real ales,  
fine wines and  

freshly prepared,  
home cooked cuisine. 
View our menus online at: 

www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk 
Opening Hours 

 Monday 5-9pm 
Bank Holiday Mondays 12—8pm 
Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm 

Saturday 12 noon–11pm 
Sunday 12 noon–8pm 

Food Served; 
Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3 

(Lunchtime 2 meals for £13 
from special menu) 

Bank Holiday Monday 12—2.30 
Sun 12—4 traditional roast 

Wed—Sat 6—9pm evening menu 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Handcrafted Cupcakes & 
Celebration Cakes! 

Vintage china and cutlery hire 

All cakes freshly made to order 
with locally sourced ingredients 

where possible 
 

For further details or to discuss these and  
other catering requirements 

Contact Jane in Sheepy on: 
01827 880996  or  07870 934 192 
www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery 

www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk 

Your Local 
Electrical Installation &  

Maintenance Service 
No Job Too Small  No Obligation Quotes 

Tel: Dave 07443 418487 
Email: davew1407@gmail.com 

David Wilkins, 5 Main Rd, Ratcliffe Culey, Atherstone, CV9 3NY 
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Ratcliffe Culey News 
RATCLIFFE FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

At our May mee ng members and a few guests were 
pleased to welcome Barry Smith and enjoyed a most 
interes ng presenta on on Photography.  He 
illustrated the techniques employed and showed 
many of his photographs.  Especially interes ng were 
the underwater photos of wrecked vessels taken at 
Truk in Micronesia, relics from America’s ba le 
against Japanese forces.  He also visited Bikini Atoll, 
site for atomic weapon tests.  Our thanks to Barry for 
a most interes ng evening. 

Our charity event this year is to be on Saturday 7th 
July in aid of SCOPE, an A ernoon Tea in the Church 
Room from 3.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.  All our usual stalls 
will be there: cakes, bring‐and‐buy, bric‐a‐brac, cards 
and plants.  There will also be a raffle. 

SCOPE is a wide‐ranging charity which aims to make 
a society where disabled people have, wherever 
possible, the same opportuni es as everyone else.  It 
provides support, informa on and advice to over a 
quarter of a million disabled people and their 
families through teachers, social care workers and 
volunteer organisa ons like the shop in Atherstone. 

  We hope you will support us to raise money for this 
indispensable charity by coming along on the day 
and/or giving contribu ons.to Marjorie, 9 Church 
Lane, tel: 714405 or Juliet, 11 Main Road, tel; 
713766. 

PAST AND FUTURE EVENTS 
QUIZ NIGHT 
There was a good a endance on Friday 11th May, in 
all 5 teams ba led it out and enjoyed an evening of 
challenging ques ons.  At the end of 5 ques on 
rounds and a picture round the joint Sheepy and 
Witherley team emerged victorious.  Thanks to Quiz 
Queen Karen for the ques ons and Ques on Master 
David for conduc ng the proceedings and to all 
those who joined in. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON TEAS  
The church will be open for a ernoon teas from 2.30 
pm to 4.30 pm every Sunday from 15th July to 26th 
August.  Come along and have a chat with your 
friends and neighbours over tea and cake. 

NEXT SERVICES  
27th May, Holy Communion at 10.00 a.m. 

24th June, Holy Communion and Bap sm at 10 a.m. 

WITHERLEY PARISH NDP 
STEERING GROUP 

A mee ng was held on Monday 14th May 
in Witherley church.  

Helen Bullivant and Dave Wilkins had 
a ended an event held at MIRA on April 24th.  MIRA 
announced the building of the largest development and 
tes ng track in Europe for autonomous cars. 50% of the 
track comes within the Parish boundary and abuts the 
Fenn Lane. The Construc on traffic will go through the 
entrance from there, not the A5. They have been 
thorough in their searches including the environmental 
one on the land they will use. All earth excavated will stay 
on site to build bunds for noise restric on and security.  It 
goes for Planning Approval in August; they aim to have 
the track finished by December 2019. Full details are 
available on the Borough Council’s website. 

Wildlife Survey: Leicestershire and Rutland Record Centre 
carried out a survey in 2012, but Witherley Parish was not 
well covered. We shall try to work with the Borough 
Council to access surveys they must have done for their 
new Local Plan. 

We shall ask the three Planning Consultants already 
iden fied to help us write our plan, to present to us 
within the next six weeks so that an appointment can be 
made. 

There is a website called NatureSpot Recording the 
Wildlife of Leicestershire and Rutland, 
www.naturespot.org.uk which allows anyone to record 
sigh ngs of animals, birds, rare flowers, fungi and plants. 
The informa on is collated by the aforemen oned Record 
Centre and adds to the wildlife knowledge of where you 
live. It was suggested that we could approach the school 
and all children in the area to get involved. This would 
develop their knowledge and apprecia on of where they 
live, but also everyone can contribute to the website if 

RATCLIFFE FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
Annual Charity Event 

In aid of SCOPE 
 

Afternoon Tea 
3.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m., Saturday 7th July 

At Ratcliffe Church 
Admission £1 

Raffle, Cakes & Produce 
Bric-a-Brac, Handmade Cards 

Bring-and-Buy, Plants. 

See page 13 for news from Witherley Parish 

Council, which covers Ratcliffe Culey 
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Sheepy News 
 A NEW CORRESPONDENT 
From next month, the Gaze e for July/August, Stuart 
Hawksworth will be taking over as correspondent for 
Sheepy.  

His email address is stuarthawksworth@hotmail.com 
Please send all entries to him instead of to Jan Jones. 

 

PROGRESS WITH SHEEPY CHURCH 
Now we are making real progress. The floor is being 
worked at a level that is nearer the top than the 
bo om. Heavy iron pipes take the hot water from the 
boilers to the front of the church to feed heaters 
under the chancel pews and another feed supplies 
trench heaters that will be sunk into the final floor so 
that a grid allows extra hea ng into the church close 
to both outside walls. Meanwhile the whole floor is 
covered in spiralling pipework that will be the 
underfloor hea ng. Once all this is covered in screed 
and this has been given me to harden then we can 
start to lay the final flooring.  

 All the pews from church have now been sold. I 
believe everyone who expressed an interest is aware 
that we have reached this stage. However I know of a 
6  church pew from elsewhere that is available for 
sale. If you are interested please contact Neil Jones. 

 

WHILE THE CHURCH IS CLOSED 
1. Services will be held in Sheepy Primary school 

at 11am. EVERY0NE IS WELCOME. 

2. Brunch will be served in the Black Horse on the 
second Saturday in each month between 
9.30am ‐ 11.30am. £5 a head. Come and have 
your fill!  

PLEASE NOTE IN JUNE WE HAVE MOVED 
THE BRUNCH TO JUNE 2nd BECAUSE OF A 

CLASH WITH OTHER EVENTS. 
 

SHEEPY WI 
Sheepy WI’s recent mee ng was spent with two 
lovely ladies from LOL Laughter Yoga. Teaching us 
that prolonged voluntary laughter provides the same 
physiological and psychological benefits as 
spontaneous laughter. Laughter yoga is done in 
groups, with eye contact, jokes and playfulness 
between par cipants and forced laughter soon turns 
into real and contagious laughter. 

Also last month Sheepy WI  ladies did a day trip to 
Stoke for a visit to Emma Bridgewater’s factory. A 
tour around the po ery followed by a lovely lunch, 
shopping and then into the decora ng studio to paint 
some po ery. it really was a wonderful day. 

It really was a busy month, as we also fi ed in a visit 
to Merevale Hall in Atherstone where Sir William 
‘Ma hew’ Dugdale very kindly opened up his private 
house to give us a look behind, normally, closed 
doors. A house voted 2nd Ugliest in Britain by the 
BBC with around 80 bedrooms certainly held our 
interest and Ma hew was a very friendly warm host, 
who had us in s tches with this numerous tales and 
anecdotes. The £500 entry fee (there were 40 of us) 
was all dontated to Merevale Church. 

A er our tour, although it wasn’t the best of days, 
weather wise, for a nice long walk through the 
bluebells, most of  our are group weren’t put off and 
dressed warmly for the occasion! Those who didn’t 
fancy the walk made their way straight to the lodge 
for refreshments! We finished the day, WI style, with 
scones, jam and cream, a nice cuppa and a na er. 

If you like the sound of these sort of events we’d love 
you to come and join us. We meet at Sheepy 
Memorial Hall on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 
7.30pm. The next mee ng is 26th June when we will 
be learning Irish Dancing. 

If you need further details please contact Juliet on 
07553055787 or check out the website sheepywi.org 
sheepywi@hotmail.com 

(See back cover for photos of some ac vi es) 

 

MOTHERS UNION AND OPEN 
HOUSE 

There will be a joint mee ng for our annual 
strawberry tea on 18th June, 3.00pm at the home of 
Mrs. Jean Negus, Crossways Co age, Sheepy 
Parva.  Please note the later me of the mee ng. 
Cost will be £4.00 per head. All our proceeds go to 
Tear Fund. 

 

TUESDAY CHURCH 
Owing to the reordering in Sheepy Church, Tuesday 
Church will be held in Sheepy Primary School un l the 
Church reopens. Tuesday Church is an informal 
service with music, a story and a cra  ac vity.  It is 
normally held on the second Tuesday of the month, 
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at 1:30pm.  Recep on children from Sheepy Primary 
School a end, but this service is open to all pre‐
school children and their carers.  We meet again on 
Tuesday 12th June; the theme will be 
“HAPPINESS”.  Watch this space for when we 
recommence in a warm Church! 
 

SHEEPY CHURCH FETE 
This year the fete will be held In the Rectory Garden 
on 7th July, 2018. star ng at 3.00pm. 

£1.00 entrance. Free for children.  

Our ever popular “Fun Dog Show.”  Categories :‐     

Most Handsome Dog 

Pre est  Bitch 

Cutest Puppy (12 months and under) 

 Best Waggiest Tail 

Best Trick 

 Veteran (5 years and over) 

Best  Sausage Catcher 

Musical Sits 

£2.00 per class or enter 3 classes for £5.00. Goody 
bag for every entrant and rose es for 1st‐5th in each 
class. Prize and special rose e for Best  in Show and 
Reserve Best Show. 

We will be having a selec on of stalls:‐ Cakes, 
Tombola, Bo le stall, Pimms  stall, Jam jar Tombola, 
Ski les, Games, So  Toy Tombola for Children, 
Refreshments, Ice Cream, Raffle. Etc .  

If anyone has any unwanted so  toys for the 
children’s stall please ring Jean Negus on 880645 for 
collec on. 

 

OPEN THE BOOK  
Open the Book is a series of Bible stories presented 
weekly by small teams to the children of Sheepy 
Primary School.    We usually meet on a Monday 
morning to rehearse, and then “perform” in school 
on Wednesday morning.  Each session takes about 
half an hour.  If you would like to be involved in this 
rewarding experience please contact Rev’d Julia 
Hargreaves or Sue Houghton on 01827 880517.  All 
volunteers are fully DBS checked. 

Sheepy News 

Sheepy News con nues on page 11 

THANK EWE 
Thank ‘ewe’ to everyone who took part in Sheepy’s 
Village Sale on Bank Holiday Monday. 

The sun shone and visitors travelled from afar to 
spend an enjoyable day in Sheepy Village bagging 
bargains from the 55 stalls selling a variety of 
treasures and partaking in excellent refreshments. 

Your generosity raised an amazing £1,100 for the 
Memorial Hall to help in it’s up keep, a well‐used 
community facility. 

The Spot the Sheep compe on produced many fun 
and novel sheepish ideas. 

The winner was ED SHEER AN.  Well done to the 
Negus family and to all families who took part 

Many thanks ewe are great! 
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MG EVANS & SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

  

Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX 
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours 

  

20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN 
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours 

  

Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business 

Rolls Royce Hearse 
Horse Drawn Hearse 

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk 

GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS 
Jaguar Limousines 

Pinwall Garden Services 
Call Dan on 07931 506613 

 

Regular garden maintenance 

One-off tidy ups 

Tree and Shrub pruning 

Grass and hedge cutting 

All types of weed control 

Fencing work 

 
 
 
 

Restore your inner peace with  
a relaxing treatment 

*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT 
*Indian Head Massage 
*Hot Stones Massage 

Call JILLY on 07971 488690 
Reiki Master and Teacher 
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Sheepy News (cont from p 9) 

SHEEPY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
On display at May’s mee ng: copy of 1737 will of 
Thomas Gilbert, yeoman of Dordon, (owner of land 
now occupied by Mill View, Charnwood etc in Mill 
Lane); 1839 le er wri en by Thomas William 
Blomefield, Lord of the Manor of Li le Sheepy; 1871 
electoral rolls; copy 1874‐1906 Army Service Record 
of William Clark; original 1876 song book belonging 
to Catherine Wollaston of Sheepy Lodge; copy 1892 
will of Catherine Joyce, landlady of the Black Horse; 
photos of the Veasey family who ran Sheepy Shop; 
copy 1960s business card for Black Horse; 1960s/70s 
newspaper ar cles etc... 

An illustrated talk on the 1911 census of Sheepy 
Magna, showed the influence of the Lowe family, 
owners of Sheepy Hall & Mill, with special reference 
to their employees & their property holdings at the 

me. 

The next cataloguing/research session is on Monday, 
25th June from 10am to 12noon in the Heritage 
Room at the Memorial Hall. 

Please note that there is no general open mee ng in 
June. The next open mee ng is on Tuesday, 10th July 
at 7.30pm at Sheepy Memorial Hall. Everyone 
welcome; Contact: 01827 880721 or email: 
sheepyhistory@b nternet.com for more details 

SHEEPY MAGNA LADIES GROUP 
It was decided at our AGM last month that Subs 
would be £15 per annum and this will include our 
refreshments for the year. 

A group of Ladies had a very enjoyable visit to The 
Concordia Theatre, Hinckley to see “Anything Goes”. 

Our next mee ng is on Wednesday 20th June and is 
our Strawberry Supper. 

We are a friendly group who meet on the third 
Wednesday of each month, in Sheepy Memorial Hall 
at 7:30pm, unless otherwise adver sed.  We enjoy 
listening to speakers, theatre trips and of course 
wonderful suppers! and so why not come along and 
see what you think of us.  New members and visitors 
are always welcome. For more informa on ring Sue 
on 880517 or Pat on 880627. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHEEPY SCHOOL VISIT TO 
TWYCROSS ZOO. 

 

All 109 students 
from Sheepy 
School paid a 

visit to Twycross 
Zoo. 

Shown above is 
the display from 
Portland Class 

from their 
observa ons and 
to the le , Jack 

making notes on 
his encounter 

with a Lorikeet. 

The full report is 
contained on 

page 17. 



June 2018                               Sheepy Benefice Gazette 

12 

  

JAMIE EDWARDS 
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

  

Tel: 01827 881098 
Mobile: 07900 908007 

Sibson 

High Class Interior & Exterior 
Painting & Decorating 

M D Matthews 
  

Telephone: 01827‐718974 
Mobile: 07946‐731649 

Email:  
mdma @b nternet.com 

PRIME BEEF & LAMB 
LOCALLY PRODUCED 

Licensed to deal in game 

             BATES OF  
    ATHERSTONE LTD 

6 Market Street, Atherstone 
Telephone: 01827 713175 

 

OAKEY & MILLER 
GARDENING SERVICES 

 
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding, 

Hedge cutting 
No job too small 

 

Call ROBERT on 07814 586013 
or STUART on 07478349521 

for a free quote 

MKS Décor 
 

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

For a FREE quotation contact 
Matthew on: 07816 428929 

email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk  

Softleys 
in the Square 

Market Bosworth 
Telephone:  

01455 290464 
All menus available to view online or telephone us 

Accommodation available from £69.00 
Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26 

A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner 
Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16 

email: so leysrestaurant@gmail.com 
www.so leys.com 

 

SMITHS GARAGE LTD 
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE 

CV9 3NB 
  

 NEW & USED CAR SALES 

 SERVICE & MOT TESTING 

 ACCIDENT REPAIRS 

 FORD PARTS SALES 
 

OPENING HOURS: 
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am to 5:00pm 

  

TELEPHONE 
01827‐712156 
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Community News 
Extract from Witherley Parish Council Minutes;  

(as they affect Ratcliffe Culey and surrounds) 

1478: CRIME: There is a mee ng with Leicestershire police 
at Fenny Drayton Church on 4th June, at 7 p.m. all are 
welcome.  Cllr Robinson reported four recent reported 
crimes: 

11th April, the  of red diesel from a farm on Burton 
Road, Twycross 

18th April, power tools were stolen from a Ford 
Transit van, Riverside, Witherley 

22nd April, the  of a spare wheel from a Land Rover 
Discovery, Sheepy Magna 

27th April, thieves gained access to a house via the 
kitchen window, stole keys for two vehicles, stole 
the Jaguar from a house on A erton Lane, 
Witherley.   

1480: PLANNING APPLICATIONS:  
18000359 – 29 Man Road, Ratcliffe Culey – no 

objec ons.  

1481: CLERK UPDATE: 
Ratcliffe Culey:  

Ordered new goal post for playing field. 
Chased Marston’s regarding the repair of the island 

grass at Ormes Lane. 
Ratcliffe children will bring a presenta on for the 

playing field to June mee ng. 

1487: A5 CONTACT GROUP UPDATE: Cllr Conway 
reported on a mee ng with Mike Hall, chairman of the A5 
Partnership who addressed the group. It was confirmed 
that the priority upgrading of the A5 is the sec on 
between the M42 and M69. While the cheapest op on 
would be to follow the line OF the exis ng A5, decisions 
on this any alterna ve routes were a long way off. The 
Parish Councils represented at the mee ng made it clear 
that if the A5 dualling follows the exis ng route this will 
have implica ons for communi es either side of it that 
currently have access, as the number of current junc ons 
(e.g. Drayton Lane, Kennel Lane) would be reduced.  They 
also expressed significant concerns about the prospect of 
ribbon development along the upgraded road.    
1488: UPDATE FROM THE VILLAGES: 
Ratcliffe Culey: It was requested the grass on the island at 
Ormes Lane be added to the parish grass cu ng schedule. 
1490: HIGHWAYS MAINTENANCE PILOT SCHEME: The 
Clerk circulated a report of a mee ng held at County Hall 
during which LCC proposed parish councils and 
community groups could undertake various minor 
highways maintenance works on their behalf. More 
informa on will be available some me during June/July 
for the council to decide possible par cipa on. Budgets 
would have to be agreed for the 2019/20 financial year.  
1492: ITEMS FOR INCLUSION TO JUNE’S MEETING: 
Ratcliffe children’s proposal for playing field 
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Renovation Experts 
 

High class builder with 30yrs experience 
offering specialist services 

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional 
properties using reclaimed materials & 

traditional building methods 

Barn conversions 

Orangeries/oak conservatories 

Farm houses 

Extensions & alterations 

Luxury period bathrooms 

Bespoke hand-made kitchens 
 

See our range of green oak garden furniture at  

www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk 
 

01827 881085 or 07875 498628 

email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com 

For CLOSE BOARD and 
BESPOKE FENCING that  

“LOOKS THE PART” 
DESIGNED and BUILT  

to DO THE JOB and LAST 
 

Feather edge, post & rail, picket 
fencing; panels supplied/fitted  

Post repair specialist 

Rose arches, raised beds,  
planters, screens 

Garden gates made to order 

Garden woodworking solutions 
No job too small 

All jobs surveyed free, written estimate within 7 days 
2a St Michael’s Court, Stoney Stanton 

Operating from Stoke Golding 

Call John on 01455 212984  
or Mob 07890 070681 

www.fencemanjohn.co.uk 
johns_wood04@hotmail.com 

Proud member of: 



Sheepy Benefice Gazette                                                June 2018 

15 

Twycross News 
ST JAMES CHURCH 

49 Club winners: B. Brooks, J. Borley, A. Cartwright & 
a spare number (it could have been you!).   f you 
would like to join this crucial church fund‐raiser, 
then please call Audrey on 01827 880035. Only £1 
per week, £25 prize every week. 

Next subs due: 28 July 2018 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
On Monday 16th July we are holding a ‘Mystery 
Evening!’.  The evening will begin at 7.15pm at the 

Village Hall and a er the event we shall provide 
homemade refreshments. As a visitor the cost is £2 
and there will be a small charge for refreshments, 
do come and join us. For more informa on phone 
Carol Goodridge on 01827 720896. 

TWYCROSS HOUSE SCHOOL 
In mid May, the members of Senior 4 group  
successfully completed their bronze expedi on 
within the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. 

Some pictures of the par cipants can be seen on the 
back cover.  

THANKS 
Thanks to all who helped with the Village Hall Spring 
Clean on Sat. 28th April. It's looking good. 
Sibson Village Hall AGM 
All are welcome on Thursday 21st. June at 7.30 pm 
for the Annual General Mee ng of Sibson Village Hall. 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Keep these dates free if you don't want to miss out. 
Watch this space for further details. 
Sat. 27th October ‐ Barn Dance and Apple Day 
Celebra on. 
Sat. 1st. December ‐ Sibson Village Christmas Party. 
SIBSON VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK. 

Following the two incidents last year when 
unauthorised vehicles caused extensive damage to 
the walls of the car park, and the ongoing instances 
of unauthorised parking and vehicles entering to do U 
turns, there will shortly be a barrier across the 
entrance to the car park. 
The barrier will be in the form of a high viz. plas c 
chain, fixed at one end, hook and eye at the other. It 
will not be locked, but should act as a visual deterrent 
against misuse without inconveniencing those who 
are using the hall. 
We ask that first to arrive unhooks the chain and 
stores it in the chain locker at the fixed end. Last to 
leave please put the chain back in place. Many thanks 
for your understanding and coopera on. 
BARGAIN KINDLING. 
June 21st is the Summer Sols ce which means it's 
downhill to winter from there on. So be prepared, 
make sure you have plenty of kindling in stock so that 
you can light your fire first me, every me. 

I am offering 11.5 kg (approx.) bags of pallet slats (no 
nails) cut to 250 x 95 mm ready to use or to chop into 
s cks. An absolute bargain at £3 per bag, delivered, 
or £4.50 if you want me to chop into s cks. All 
proceeds go to St. Botolph,s Church funds. 
Hurry while stock lasts.  Ring Nigel on 01827 880727.  

Sibson News 



June 2018                               Sheepy Benefice Gazette 

16 

Maths Tuition 
Available for AS, A Level,  
GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs 
Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958 

Advertise in this space. 

Contact the Editor 
Helen Anderton 

helenca@waitrose.com 
01827 714855 

 

www.francescasinclair.co.uk 

Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk 

Telephone 07901 547360 

Private Tuition 
since 2004 by  

fully qualified teacher 

A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology 
GCSE Maths & Sciences 

Home schooling, adult learners &  
teacher training support 

Dr Alan Wood 
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel: 01827 719923 

TIM HARDING 
Your Local Electrician 

 

no job too small or large 
FREE advice  
& quotations 

 

Telephone 
07977 012940 or 01827 880473 

Rose Co age, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna, 

Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ 



Sheepy Benefice Gazette                                                June 2018 

17 

Arty Animals 
To launch our latest topic, we took the whole school 
to the zoo. We loaded up two coaches with 109 very 
excited children and lots of staff and parent helpers 
and enjoyed a short trip to our des na on. Once 
there we split into classes and went our separate 
ways around the zoo; the teachers had planned 
routes around the site so we didn’t keep bumping 
into one another. We did however meet up for lunch, 
si ng in a nice shady spot under some trees. This was 
a lovely opportunity for the teachers to see how the 
other classes were ge ng on. The children were 
brilliant and really enjoyed studying the animals and 
reading the informa on boards to learn lots of new 
facts. We tried to get to see as many animals as 
possible and the children were thrilled to get to see 
the two remaining elephants. One of the more exo c 
animals we met was a Victoria Crowned Pigeon from 
Papua New Guinea – he was a magnificent bird and 
he stood nicely to allow the children to draw him. At 
least two people told our adults how impressed they 
were with our pupils – how polite they were and that 
that they were showing genuine interest in learning. 
A worker at the zoo said we were the best school 
she’s ever known and the only ones to bring books to 
sketch and record facts in. Well done children, you’ve 
done us proud – again! Also thanks to the staff and 
helpers who made the trip possible. 

 
Eco Schools Award  
Eco‐Schools is a global programme engaging millions of 
children across 67 countries and we have been involved 
with this for over 10 years. The Eco‐Schools 
Programme is pupil‐led; involves hands‐on, real‐world 
learning and gets the whole school involved in exci ng 
environmental projects.  The programme has enabled our 
school to progress to the interna onally recognised Eco‐
Schools Green Flag Award. We are very pleased to 
announce that we have been awarded a new Green Flag 
(we have to reapply every 2 years). In order to renew our 
‘Green Flag’ status we had to demonstrate that we were 
covering five out of their 9 topics that they set. These 
include such things as: biodiversity, energy, waste, water, 
transport and healthy living. Mrs Hall and the eco 
commi ee have worked hard to leading the rest of the 
school in all things eco and teaching us to look a er our 
school, community and world. The assessor was really 
pleased with everything that we had going on, such as our 
garden areas, our green house, our chickens, our 

knowledge of our eco code and our dedica on to taking 
care of the school. Well done everyone! 

 
Great Golfing 
Miss Jones, our Sports Coach, worked really hard to 
organise a tri golf tournament for us and the schools in the 
‘Bosworth Educa onal Partnership’. 150 children 
par cipated over the course of the day, half in the 
morning and half in the a ernoon. This was a wonderful 
event, where pupils worked as a team to try and score as 
many points as possible as they worked their way around 
different sta ons. They had challenges such as trying to 
get the ball into cones, onto target mats and aiming for 
distance. Our school was brilliant and stuck to the rules 
and were honest if their ball didn’t quite make it to where 
it should have done. Once again, Sheepy children have 
shown themselves to be polite, fair minded and kind to 
one another. Super Sheepy! 

 

Mrs Alison Field, Headteacher 

Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News 
www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk 
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www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall  07443 302 225 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk 

Sheepy Memorial Hall 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER) 
Adult Tap Classes:  Thursdays 7pm, contact Bonnie 07973 743217. 

Baby Massage Course: Thursdays, 10:30‐11:30am.  Call Victoria 0791 970162. 

Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 7pm. 

Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm  

Dance Fit: 9:15am Wed, £4 for 1 hour, contact Bonnie 07973 743 217.  

Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve monthly 01827 880517 

Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 email puppyschool@mail.com, website 
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk 

Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and Tea, great chat and 
company. 

Sheepy Local History Society: mee ngs 2nd Tuesday monthly7:30pm; plus Research & Cataloguing last 
Monday monthly 10‐12noon in 1st Floor Heritage Room sheepyhistory@b nternet.com 

Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30‐9:30pm ‐ Jean Pritche  on 
07776 298602 

Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon ll 1:30 pm.  All comers welcome, just 
turn up.  

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07443 302 225,  
or see the website www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall 

HALL BOOKINGS: 
Available for par es, family celebra ons  and funerals. 

Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.   
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details. 

 
 
 
 

Sibson Village Hall 
Looking for somewhere to hold a 
regular group or event?  Look no 

further 
Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire 
for any occasion, with a fully equipped 
kitchen, off road parking and a pleasant 

outdoor area.   
Cost of hire: 

Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and 
server area:  

£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: 
£7.00 ph 

We only charge for the me of the event 

Not the prepara on me or cleaning 
up a erwards 

For further details, to check 
availability, and to book, please call 

Brian May on 01827 880511 
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Emergency Numbers 
If you find yourself housebound and in 

need, please ring one of these 
numbers for help: 

Sheepy:  Mrs Green 01827 880047 or  
Mrs Negus 01827 880645 

Ratcliffe:  Mrs Pra  01827 714565 

Orton:  Mrs McKay 01827 880308 

Twycross:  vacant 

Use the time, on these sunny days and light evenings, to get out 
there with your cameras photographing our lovely villages and 
surroundings. Send them in for publication. 
 
Page 16 this month contains an advert from someone looking for a 
wide range of help around the gardens, lawns and with poultry and 
horses etc. Even if you are not interested personally, do you know of 
someone reliable who may be looking for such an opportunity? 
 
Next month your real (proper) Editor, Helen, is back in the chair and I’m sure she’d 
appreciate lots of news and photos.  News for July to your village correspondent, as 
named above, by 12 June please. Sheepy—remember your correspondent has changed and 
are no longer Neil and Jan Jones 
We’re happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but The Editor reserves 
the right, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.         Tony C, Dep Editor  

Notes from the Deputy Editor 
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SHEEPY WI 

Visit to Merevale Hall and the bluebell woods, 
together with picture from a visit to Emma 

Bridgewater po ery. 

(See page 8 for more informa on) 

TWYCROSS HOUSE SCHOOL 

Congratula ons to members of Senior 4 who successfully completed their Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award expedi on. 


