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German Visitors for Sheepy 
On 27 Sept Sheepy Church had a visit from a group of Pastors & 

volunteers from churches in rural Germany.  Andreas Isenburg and 
Jochen Whal, who had visited last March, brought friends to see 

and hear about the life of Sheepy Church.  After a time of 
conversation and questions (pausing for translation) we shared 

lunch and table fellowship.  Before they travelled on to 
Northampton, they thanked us with German Chocolates and a 

generous donation towards our floor project.  We have now been 
invited for an exchange visit to Dortmund in rural Germany. 

Sheepy 
School 

Jane 
Raynor, 

inset top left, formerly a Teaching Assistant at Sheepy School involved in 
Eco work, brought the school some lovely chickens, (left, settling into 

their new home) and instructions on how to look after them. 
Above right, some of the school’s cross country runners  

(see page 17 for full stories.) 
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Church Services—November 2017 
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org 

There is also a communion service at 9am every Thursday at Sheepy Magna 

View From an Orton Pew 

I'd like to share with you this poem written in 1927 
by Max Ehrmann.  I have a framed copy which I try 
to read each day as it serves as a daily reminder to 
me to be kind, respectful, accepting and honest.  
I find it very calming and just the thing to set me up 
for another busy day.       Sharon Redfern 
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View From the Pulpit 
Children in the Bible—
(continued from last month) 

4...How does God 
commission children? 

We all know that children can blurt 
out awkward truths at the wrong 
moment.  We are also often guilty 

of trying to reinterpret and reframe their faith when 
they talk about God in ways that don’t ‘fit’ with what 
we like to hear.  Yet God’s Spirit emerges in the lives 
of children in all kinds of ways and we need to  
discern it. 

Two particular biblical examples tell us that when 
children develop and grow in response to God’s 
vocation to ‘be’, the experience of being a child 
provides a spiritual space in which that child can 
recognise God’s presence, and accept and respond to 
God’s specific invitation.  Samuel hears God calling 
him very specifically by name and learns that what 
God wants him to do is to give his own teacher a 
stern and frightening message about his behaviour 
and that of his sons. 

Similarly, Jesus remains behind in Jerusalem and 
worries his parents who cannot find him.  When they 
go back they discover that by staying in the 
synagogue with the teachers there, he has discovered 
and confirmed his particular vocation.  He needed a 
space to assess who he was and what he was about, 
allowing him to redefine his relationship with his 
parents and with God.  All of us who are parents have 
felt like Mary and Joseph, worrying about our 
children, trying to keep them in sight, only to discover 
that they need space and time, even if it 
inconveniences us or even frightens us.  Yet 
somehow we have to have the confidence to step 
back and allow God’s vocation to work in our 
children, even if we don’t like where it takes them or 
what burdens it lays on us. 

5…God blesses children 

The Bible shows God acting to call, commission, save 
and heal children and this tells us a great deal about 
what God wants for the lives of children.  However, 
one of the most powerful Gospel stories is where 
Jesus insists that children in the crowd be brought to 
him for blessing.  In a lot of illustrations of this story, 
Jesus is seen beaming while children sit on his lap and 
lambs gambol around.  In reality, Jesus was 
completely furious with his disciples for keeping the 

children away from him.  His deliberate act of 
blessing children, the lowliest of the low, is a 
powerful sign and a political act about how his 
kingdom works, and is both shocking and 
bewildering.  But Jesus goes further than this by 
suggesting that ‘whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it’.  

We do not just learn from the Bible about how 
children are to be valued, loved and cared for and 
what sort of lives God wants for them; Jesus says that 
we must learn from children; they tell us important 
things about our own spiritual health.  This is how we 
learn how to become children of God.  

What does that mean for us?  It means that the way 
we behave towards children in our society—
exploiting their powerlessness, ruling on their 
futures, treating them as trophies, sexualising them, 
flooding them with consumerism and merchandise—
is contrary to Jesus’ kingdom values of prioritising 
children, recognising God’s intention for them and 
blessing them.  To be blessed is a radical act of 
privilege and grace, and also a challenge, because so 
often in becoming adults we have forgotten or 
eclipsed God’s vocation in us.  We have assumed we 
are more important than what God has called us to 
be.  So the blessing of the children is a shock to us; 
we find it difficult to learn the lesson, in humility, that 
God privileges them over us. 

Conclusion 
Many people today are concerned about the wisdom 
of bringing new children into the world and are 
worried about what to do to keep them safe and help 
them navigate childhood and growing up.  Yet, 
through reading Scripture, we discover important 
insights about how God loves and advocates for 
children, calling them from their earliest moments to 
be and to grow, so that they may, if they respond to 
God’s grace, become willing agents and instruments 
of God’s purpose to those of us who have forgotten 
what it is to be children.  Scripture gives us insights 
into our role as parents and carers, but also into the 
demand of God to save children from danger, 
suffering and injustice.  

Finally, children give back to us what God’s kingdom 
is really like; they teach us what the world is meant to 
be.  They teach us the means of our inheritance and 
adoption as children of God. 

Blessings, Revd Julia 
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Orton News 
Charity Pub Quiz 

Monday 6 November, 7:30pm start in 
the Unicorn, to raise funds for church 
restoration. Tables of 4 so either 
bring your friends or just turn up and 
make up a table on the night.  All 
welcome, especially amateur 
quizzers!! 

Another Quiz! 
Saturday 11 November at 7pm in church.   

Make up a table of 4 with family or 
friends for a fun evening testing our 
minds for useless information & 
more!  To be sure of a table contact 
Sharon (01827 880874) or Margaret 
(01827 880308). 

 

Act of Remembrance 
10:45am on Saturday  
11 November. 

Please join us in church for a very 
short Act of Remembrance on the 
11th day of the 11th month to 
honour all servicemen and women 
who have died in war. 

Harvest 
Revd Julia took a lovely service on the Sunday evening 
followed on Monday by a traditional harvest supper, 
celebrated in true country style, in church with our 
local farmers and friends.  (photo back cover) 

Everyone was exceptionally generous and auctioneer 
Ian encouraged bidders to outbid each other with the 
offer of a free marrow with every outstanding 
purchase!  It was a very successful and enjoyable 
evening—many thanks to all who came and helped 
make it such a lovely sociable occasion, all who gave 
and purchased produce and especially all who helped 
set up and clear away—it’s true what they say, “many 
hands make light work.” 

 

Congratulations 
To Emma & Jack London who were 
married at Orton in September (photo 
on front cover of previous edition). 

Sunday Afternoon Peal 
A band of visiting 
ringers rang a full peal 
of Spliced Surprise 
Major at Orton on 
Sunday 17 September 
i.e. 5040 changes taking 
just under 2 hours and 
45 mins.  
Congratulations to the 
ringers: Sally Brown, Stephen Aldridge, Richard 
Binson, Terry Astill, Mick Angrave and Graham 
Hayward.  

Church News 
Plans for our exciting new community area are 
beginning to take shape thanks to some amazing 
fundraising and the offer of a £3,500 grant from 
Leicestershire Historic Churches Trust.   

Initially we will have to do some serious drainage 
around the outside of the church walls to improve the 
damp inside and our architect is currently drawing up 
a specification and schedule of works before getting 
tenders.   

We hope to have an artist’s impression of what the 
remodelled ‘community area’ will look like, which will 
be displayed in church soon. 

Date for your Diary 

'Spirit of Xmas'  
Coffee Morning  

Saturday 9 December  
in church.  
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Mrs C A Parkes 

MCSP SRP 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

  

Member of Health Professions Council 

  

Orton House Physiotherapy 

Orton House Farm 

Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR 

  

Mobile: 0789 996 6214 

Telephone: 01827 880238 
  

Member of the Organisation of 

Chartered Physiotherapists 

in Private Practice 

Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey 
01827 715701 

Cosy, warm, country pub 
serving real ales,  
fine wines and  

freshly prepared,  
home cooked cuisine. 

Lunchtime menu:  
2 Mains for £12  
(excluding Sunday) 

View our menus online at: 

www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk 

Open Monday 5-10pm 

Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm 

Saturday 12 noon–11pm 

Sunday 12 noon–8pm 

Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3 

Traditional Sun Lunch 12–3:30 

Evening meals Weds–Sat 6–9 

Have you thought of advertising your business 
or service in the Sheepy Benefice Gazette? 

You will reach every household in Sheepy, Ratcliffe 
Culey, Sibson, Shenton, Orton and Twycross. 

Our rates are very affordable—just £1 per column 
centimetre.  So a box 6cm square would be just £6 per issue 
and this box, for example, could be yours for £14 per issue.  

We can design an ad for you or use your own artwork. 
Contact the Editor, Helen Anderton  

helenca@waitrose.com or 01827 714855 

Experienced 
cleaner 

available 
complete with references 

Tel: Anne 01827 875905 

Renovation Experts 
 

High class builder with 30yrs experience 

offering specialist services 

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional 
properties using reclaimed materials & 

traditional building methods 

Barn conversions 

Orangeries/oak conservatories 

Farm houses 

Extensions & alterations 

Luxury period bathrooms 

Bespoke hand-made kitchens 
 

See our range of green oak garden furniture at  

www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk 
 

01827 881085 or 07875 498628 

email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Handcrafted Cupcakes & 
Celebration Cakes! 

Vintage china and cutlery hire 

All cakes freshly made to order 
with locally sourced ingredients 

where possible 
 

For further details or to discuss these and  
other catering requirements 

Contact Jane in Sheepy on: 
01827 880996  or  07870 934 192 

www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery 

www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk 
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Ratcliffe Culey News 
Ratcliffe Friendship Club 

At our October meeting Helen Anderton gave an 
excellent talk on her and Brian’s visit to Japan, well-
illustrated with many photographs.  She brought it all 
to life for us and it was a pity that there were not 
more of us to enjoy it and appreciate all the work 
that had gone into it. 

Our next meeting on 1 November is at the home of 
Mrs Jean Aucott and, among other things, there will 
be a quiz.  Any queries to Juliet, 01827 713766. 

Dorothy May Clark 
‘Dolly’ Clark of 3 Ratcliffe House Lane passed away 
on 25 September.  She had lived in Ratcliffe all her 
life.  Jean Aucott recalls being at school with Dolly 
when the little school was located in Church Lane 
and at that time most of the pupils were girls.  Dolly’s  
cremation took place at the Nuneaton Crematorium 
on 11 October.  She and her husband had been keen 
motor-cyclists and his floral tribute to her was in the 
shape of a motor-cycle.  We offer our condolences to 
her family and friends. 

Meadie Parker 
Meadie lived in Ormes Lane for many years.  
Unfortunately there was no contact with her after 
she left the village.  If anyone has any recollections of 
her life, these could be included in the December 
issue of the Gazette.   

PAST EVENTS 

Harvest Festival 
Many thanks to all those who provided produce, 
preserves and flowers and spent time cleaning and 
decorating the church ready for the well-attended 
service of thanksgiving for the harvest on Sunday  
24 September.  The church looked at its best with 
the beautiful arrangements of flowers and 
vegetables.  Our thanks to Gillian for playing the 
traditional hymns. 

Harvest Sale 
This took place on the Monday evening following the 
Harvest Festival.  There was a good turnout and we 
welcomed friends from Sheepy.  Thanks to 
everyone’s generous gifts to the Harvest Festival 
there were many lots to sell, including the highly 
desirable lemon curd made by Marion.  The usual 
competitive bidding took place amid much goodwill.  
Afterwards a bring-and-share supper was enjoyed by 
those present.  A total of £127.80 was raised. 

Quiz Night 
This took place on Friday 13 October.  Many of the 
usual quizzers were unable to attend this time but 
three tables battled it out.  A visiting team scored a 
narrow victory with the final round of national flag 
identification proving decisive.  Many thanks to those 
who attended and provided refreshments and to 
Karen for setting the questions and running the quiz. 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Coffee Morning 
Wednesday 1 November from 10 to 12 noon in the 
church.  There will be a Bring & Buy Stall and we hope 

that the 2017 
Ratcliffe Culey 
Christmas Cards 
will be available 
for purchase. 

Christmas Fair 
This will be on Saturday, 2 December from 2–4 p.m in 
the church.  All the usual stalls will be there and you 
will have an opportunity to win a hamper crammed 
with good things to eat and drink.  Do please do your 
best to come along and support this event. 

Carol Service 
Nuneaton Salvation Army Band has confirmed that 
the carol service will take place on Wednesday  
13 December commencing at 7:30 pm.  We hope to 
see a full house so that the Band knows how much we 
appreciate their fitting us into their busy schedule. 

Next Church Service 
Sunday 26 November, Holy Communion 10am 

Richard Jones 

See page 15 for an update on  
the Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The big news for Ratcliffe Culey 
is that  

Superfast Fibre Broadband is here! 
The blockage in “Atherstone22”, our local section of the 

system, has been cleared and the fibre-optic cables are now 
connected.  You can now sign up for faster broadband from 

your own, or an alternative, supplier. 

Go to www.superfastleicestershire.org.uk for  
more information. 
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Lawn 
Care 

Garden 
Maintenance 

Contact Clive on: 
Tel    01827 713379 
Mob  07971 646107 

Cleaning 
Paths & 
Paving 

Rubbish 
Removal 

Tree Pruning 
Hedge  
Trimming 

Weeding 

 

Lab Cote Windows 
Upvc windows, Doors, Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits Guttering 

Deal direct with the Company owner.  We do not use sales reps and we prepare 
written quotes for your consideration.  Established over 35 years. 

Energy saving  A-Rated Windows as standard.  Triple glazing also available. 

We offer free no obligation advice to prevent expensive mistakes. 

CERTASS approved (to issue Document L Building Control Certificates.) 

Please ask for our free Company Checklist to help you make your decision, we will be happy to 
send you a copy without obligation.  Contact us to see if we can help, you will be glad you did! 

Tel 01827 881531   Mobile 07932 996745 
www.labcotewindows.co.uk   E mail labcotewindows @aol.com 

Sheepy Local History 
Society 

At a very well attended meeting in 
October, we were extremely 
fortunate to have as our speaker 
Richard Mackinder, who played an 
integral part in finding the 
location of Bosworth Battlefield, 
delivering a talk entitled “Putting 
the Battle of Bosworth into the 
landscape”.  

His enthusiasm and knowledge of 
his subject made a real impression 
on those who attended and, 
without exception, the feedback 
received has been extremely 
positive.  Hopefully we can invite 
him again in the not too distant 
future. 

Our next open meeting is on 
Tuesday, 14 November at 7:30pm 
at Sheepy Memorial Hall. 
Everyone is welcome.  Admission 
is free (donations appreciated). 
Documents/photos on display will 
include: newspaper articles from 
the 19th & 20th centuries; 1836 
copy of valuation of Harp Farm 
(now Hill Farm), Orton Lane; 1916 
copy of catalogue of contents of 
Orton Hall; books & photos etc. 

Contact: Lynne Percival.  
Tel. 01827 880721 or email: 

sheepyhistory@btinternet.com 

http://www.labcotewindows.co.uk
mailto:sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
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Sheepy News (cont p8) 

Special Services 
Remembrance Service this year will be celebrated on 
Sunday 12 November at 1015am in order to be at the 
war memorial at 11am. 

Fellowship In Church 
1. Brunches on 11 November & 9 December 

between 10am and 12 noon.  £5 a head. Full 
cooked breakfast, toast and marmalade and 
endless tea and coffee, to raise funds for the 
Project Account. 

2. A date for your diary—New Inspirations Choir 
are giving a concert in Sheepy Church on 
Tuesday 19 December (see box page 11) 

Mothers Union 
2 November at 2pm at the home of Gillian 
Greenwood, 7 Church House Apartments.  Our 
speaker will be Mrs Linda Poole who will talk on the 
Amish community and their way of life.  We will have 
our usual bring and buy stall. 

Open House 
20 November at 12 noon.  Lunch at The Black Horse in 
Sheepy. 

Tuesday Church 
Tuesday Church is an informal service with music, a 
story, a craft activity, and loads of fun!  It is held on 
the second Tuesday of the month, at 
1:30pm in Sheepy Church.  Reception 
children from Sheepy Primary School 
attend, but this service is open to all 
pre-school children and their carers.  
The next service is on Tuesday 14 November. 

If you care for a young child why not come along and 
see what we do?  All helpers are fully DBS checked. 

Open The Book 
Open the Book is a series of Bible stories 
presented weekly, by small teams, to the 
children of Sheepy Primary School.  There 
are seven volunteers who take part, which 
means that we are only committed to two 
or three times each half term.  We usually meet in 
Church on a Monday morning to rehearse, and then 
“perform” in school on Wednesday morning, term 
time only.  Each session takes about half an hour.  

If you would like to be involved in this rewarding 
experience please contact Revd Julia Hargreaves, or 
Sue Houghton on 01827 880517.  All helpers are DBS 
checked. 

CHURCH CHRISTMAS 
FAYRE 

25 NOVEMBER 2pm 

in SHEEPY CHURCH 
Please note the change of venue this year. 

Lots of stalls for you to enjoy :- 
Books (children's and adults), Tombola,  

Bottle Stall, Crafts, 
Cakes, Refreshments, Raffle 

Lucky Dip etc for the children,  
hosted by the Brownies 

Come and join us 

Sheepy Magna Ladies Group 
We welcomed Martin, a retired Security Manager 
from Birmingham Airport, to our September meeting, 
and were superbly entertained with his stories and 
information about what goes on behind the scenes at 
a busy international airport.  Our next meeting is on 
Wednesday 15 November when we are having a visit 
to the Concordia Theatre, Hinckley to see “White 
Christmas”.  Our Christmas meal is on Wednesday  
20 December.  

We are a group of ladies, mixed ages and interests, 
who enjoy our lively and interesting monthly 
meetings, delicious meals and theatre trips.  If you 
would like an evening out why not come along and 
see what you think of us?  Meetings are held on the 
third Wednesday of each month, at 7:30pm, in 
Sheepy Memorial Hall, unless otherwise publicised.  
For more information about any of the forthcoming 
events or the group in general, ring Sue on 01827 
880517 or Pat on 01827 880627. 

Sheepy WI 
Sheepy WI have had two events recently.  The first 
was a workshop learning how to make mincemeat in 
preparation for Christmas and the second was a 
Medieval evening raising money for the Mary Ann 
Evans Hospice (photo back cover).  

If these events sound interesting we’d love you to 
come and join us.  We meet at Sheepy Memorial Hall 
on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm.  The next 
meeting is 28 November when we will be having a 
Patchwork Workshop, making Christmas Trees with 
Carolyn Boulter.  For further details contact Juliet on 
07553 055787 or sheepywi@hotmail.com 

mailto:sheepywi@hotmail.com
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FENCE MAN JOHN 

 

 

 
 

FOR POST AND RAIL FENCING  

THAT LOOKS "THE PART" 

DESIGNED AND BUILT  

TO "DO THE JOB" AND LAST 
 

Feather edge, post & rail, picket 
fencing; panels supplied/fitted  

Post repair specialist 

Rose arches, raised beds, 
planters, screens 

Garden gates made to order 

Garden woodworking solutions 
 

No job too small 
 

All jobs surveyed free first 

Written estimate within 7 days 
 

Stoke Golding 

Call John on 01455 212984  

or Mob 07890 070681 

www.fencemanjohn.co.uk 

MG EVANS & SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

  

Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX 
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours 

  

20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN 
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours 

  

Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business 

Rolls Royce Hearse 
Horse Drawn Hearse 

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk 

GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS 
Jaguar Limousines 

To Advertise in The Sheepy 
Group Gazette,  

Contact the Editor,  
Helen Anderton 

helenca@waitrose.com 

01827 714855 
 
 

Rates are just  
£1 per column centimetre  

per issue  
(a column is 6.2cm wide)  

or 
£40 per half page 

 
10 issues a year. 

Pinwall Garden Services 

Call Dan on 07931 506613 
 

Regular garden maintenance 

One-off tidy ups 

Tree and Shrub pruning 

Grass and hedge cutting 

All types of weed control 

Fencing work 

 

 

 
 

Restore your inner peace with  
a relaxing treatment 

*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT 

*Indian Head Massage 

*Hot Stones Massage 

Call JILLY on 07971 488690 
Reiki Master and Teacher 

Advertise Here! 
A box this size (5cm tall)  

costs just £5 per issue 
We can design it for you 
Just contact the editor: 

Helen Anderton 
helenca@waitrose.com 

01827 714855 
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Community News 
    Book Bursaries    

The Thomas Leaving Trust invites 
applications from residents within the 

Sheepy Benefice to apply for a bursary for 
books when going on to  

college or university. 

Applications by email: 
mn23@btinternet.com or post to  

11, Old Forge Rd, Fenny Drayton. CV13 6BD 

Applicants should state their name, address, 
age, college or university, course  

and start date. 

All applications are held in  
complete confidentiality, and payments 

made are not published or answerable to 
any higher organisation. 

CHRISTMAS WITH THE 
ATHERSTONE CHORALE 

 

A PROGRAMME OF 
MUSIC AND CAROLS 

AT 

ST BENEDICT’S CHURCH 

OWEN STREET 

ATHERSTONE 

ON FRIDAY 1 DECEMBER AT 7:30PM 

TICKETS £6 AVAILABLE ON THE DOOR 

CHILDREN FREE 

FOR DETAILS PHONE GILLIAN 
GREENWOOD  

ON 01827 880647 

Sheepy Bonfire Scarecrow Festival 
A very successful event, which will be repeated next 
year as a fundraiser for Sheepy Bonfire Society.  We 

had 49 scarecrows entered as well as  
8 fantastic cakes—photos back cover.   

A big thanks to everyone who took part! 

Sheepy Bonfire Society proudly presents 
Sheepy Bonfire Party and Firework Display 

Tickets available from Black Horse Pub 

Friday 3 Nov.  Gates open 6pm Sheepy Playing Field 

Guy Fawkes competition for children 

Professional fire performance by Stefan 
Grundy; Professional Display & firework 

themed disco by DJ Wizz 

Licenced bar by The Office Warton; 
Pizza by Oregano Kitchen; Jacket Spuds, 

Burgers etc. 

Glow sticks stall and raffle 

No Sparklers or Sky Lanterns allowed 

Pre- and post-party Black Horse, Main Road, Sheepy. 

Kindly Supported by Sheepy Parish Council, Hinckley & Bosworth 
Borough Council, Sheepy Playing fields association and Polesworth 

Garage Limited and Grapevine Magazine 

Visitors are kindly asked to park considerately without blocking 
residents access and to make sure roads are not congested for 

emergency vehicles. 

mailto:mn23@btinternet.com
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JAMIE EDWARDS 
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

  

Tel: 01827 881098 
Mobile: 07900 908007 

Sibson 

High Class Interior & Exterior 

Painting & Decorating 

M D Matthews 
  

Telephone: 01827-718974 
Mobile: 07946-731649 

Email:  
mdmatt@btinternet.com 

PRIME BEEF & LAMB 
LOCALLY PRODUCED 

Licensed to deal in game 

             BATES OF  
    ATHERSTONE LTD 

6 Market Street, Atherstone 
Telephone: 01827 713175 

 

OAKEY & MILLER 
GARDENING SERVICES 

 
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding, 

Hedge cutting, Slab laying, Fencing 

No job too small 
 

Call ROBERT on 07814 586013 
or STUART on 07478349521 

for a free quote 

MKS Décor 
 

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

For a FREE quotation contact 

Matthew on: 07816 428929 

email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk  

Softleys 
in the Square 

Market Bosworth 
Telephone:  

01455 290464 
All menus available to view online or telephone us 

Accommodation available from £69.00 

Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26 

A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner 

Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16 

email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com 
www.softleys.com 

 

SMITHS GARAGE LTD 
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE 

CV9 3NB 
  

• NEW & USED CAR SALES 

• SERVICE & MOT TESTING 

• ACCIDENT REPAIRS 

• FORD PARTS SALES 
 

OPENING HOURS: 
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am to 5:00pm 

  

TELEPHONE 
01827-712156 
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Sibson News 

Sibson 
Village Hall 

Looking for somewhere to hold a regular 
group or event?  Look no further 

Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any 
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road 

parking and a pleasant outdoor area.   
 

Cost of hire: 
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:  

£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £6.50 ph 
 

We only charge for the time of the event 
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards 

 

For further details, to check availability, and to 
book, please call Brian May on 01827 880511 

 @Sibson Parish Village Hall 

Calendar 
Thank you to everyone who entered the Sibson, Upton 
and Wellsborough 2018 calendar photograph 
competition.  We have had some brilliant entries so the 
calendar will be fantastic!  Special thanks to the 
Reverend Julia and family who kindly acted as judges. 

The winners are: Georgia Ellis—Under 16 section. 

Adult sections: John and Linda Martin-Law, Nathan 
Taylor-Marriott, Dennis Green, Jack Vauqulin, Cathy Ellis, 
Andrew Melen, Joanna Garland, Cathy Ellis, Peter 
Siddon, William Nally. 

Congratulations to you all. 

Calendars will be available soon and sold in aid of St 
Botolph’s Church, Sibson.  

To place your orders please contact Alison on 
07794 567992 or alison@genysisconsultants.co.uk 

Ladies that Lunch  
We shall be meeting for lunch on: 
Thursday 23 Nov at 12:30pm at The 
Black Horse Sheepy Magna.   
You are very welcome to join us. 

Aromatherapy Experience 
Workshop 

Sibson Village Hall 
Thursday 2 November, 7:30–9:30 pm 

Learn about the history, benefits and versatility 
of aromatherapy products 

with local expert Debbie Moore of Tranquil Heart 

Create your own personalised lotion to take away  
together with some lovely gift-making ideas 

Includes glass of fizz on arrival and light refreshments 

£10 a ticket 

Call Suzanne on 07799 66 2180  
for more information or to book your place 

mailto:alison@genysisconsultants.co.uk
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To Advertise in the Gazette, contact the Editor:  
Helen Anderton 

helenca@waitrose.com 
01827 714855 

(£1 per column centimetre per issue, or £40 a half page) 

 

We are the area’s leading stockists of accessories and components: 

01827 

      716111 
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Twycross Church Christmas Fayre 
To be held in the dining room (Underwood) at 

Twycross House School 
Saturday 18 November from 11am-3pm. 

Young musicians from The South Derbyshire Music 
Centre will be playing from 11:30am-12noon.  Please 
come along and enjoy the hot snacks and festive 
stalls well before Christmas.  (Please find our event 
on Facebook for up to date information.) 

Result of the Harvest Festival 
Twycross Church sent £132 to the ‘Shelter Box’ from 
the Harvest collection and the sale of produce on  
18 September.  Many thanks to the congregation.  

Village Hall 
Table Top Sale on Sunday 3 December.  Open 10am 
to 3pm.  Tables £5 each.  To book, or for enquiries, 
ring Margaret on 01827 880095. 

Christmas Bingo Saturday 16 December.  Eyes down 
at 7:30pm.  Newcomers welcome. 

Women’s Institute 
Monday 20 November is our Annual Birthday Party, 
visitors welcome.  For more details contact Carol 
Goodridge on 01827 720896. 

On Monday 18 December we hold our Christmas 
Party, the speaker for the evening is Douglas Clinton 
talking about A Tudor and Stuart Christmas.  The 
meeting will be held at the Village Hall and starts at 
7:15pm, there is a £2 charge for visitors.  Come and 
join us for a festive evening. 

Witherley Parish Council News 

(covers Ratcliffe Culey) 

The Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development 
Plan (NDP) Steering Group met on Tuesday 3 Oct.  All 
present signed a Declaration of Interests form, and it 
was agreed that this would be on-going for members 
and future members. 

Kay Conway had visited Witherley School to set the Key 
Stage 2 children (7-11) a competition to design a logo 
for the NDP.  The closing date is 1 November. The 
entrants will all receive a certificate and all entries, 
including the winner, will be displayed at the Drop-in 
meetings.  A flyer about the Drop-in meetings is ready 
to go to print.  It will be delivered to all households in 
the three villages and Atterton.  The dates for those 
meetings will be: 

Friday 17th November 3pm - 6pm - Witherley Football 
Club  

Thursday 23rd November 4pm - 7pm - Ratcliffe Culey 
Church  

Saturday 25th November 10am - 1pm - Fenny Drayton 
Church  

A Facebook page is now up and running: 
www.facebook.com/WPNDP    The date of the next 
Steering Group meeting is Thursday 2nd November in 
Witherley Church at 7pm. 

Parish Council News Twycross News 
Twycross Parish Council News 
(Covers Twycross, Orton & Norton) 

A New Parish Wildlife Website 

The Parish of Twycross now has its own feature 
pages on the Leicestershire and Rutland NatureSpot 
website (www.naturespot.org.uk/parish/twycross). If 
you haven’t visited the NatureSpot website yet, you 
are missing out on what has rapidly become the 
most popular resource for identifying local wildlife. 
NatureSpot provides a photographic guide to over 
5,500 species—all found in Leicestershire and 
Rutland. In addition, the website invites the public to 
submit sightings of all wildlife seen—helping to build 
a picture of what lives where in the two counties. 

The website is feature-packed, including pages that 
highlight the wildlife of parishes. Twycross is one of 
these featured parishes. Here you can see a list of all 
the recent wildlife sightings plus images submitted 
with these records.    
www.naturespot.org.uk/parish/twycross 

tel:01827%20720896
http://www.facebook.com/WPNDP
http://www.naturespot.org.uk/parish/twycross
http://www.naturespot.org.uk/parish/twycross
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Maths Tuition 
Available for AS, A Level,  

GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs 

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958 

 

www.francescasinclair.co.uk 

Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk 

Telephone 07901 547360 

Private Tuition 
since 2004 by  

fully qualified teacher 

A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology 

GCSE Maths & Sciences 

Home schooling, adult learners &  

teacher training support 

Dr Alan Wood 
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel: 01827 719923 

TIM HARDING 

Your Local Electrician 
 

no job too small or large 

FREE advice  

& quotations 
 

Telephone 

07977 012940 or 01827 880473 

Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna, 

Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ 

A Rural Commission (See also page 2) 
The Bishop of Leicester’s Rural Commission is pleased to announce a series of 
Open Consultation Meetings to be held across the Diocese. 

The Bishop of Leicester, following his initial visits to the parishes of the 
Diocese wishes to explore the questions raised by our rural context with 
respect to the Church of England’s mission and ministry in Leicestershire. 

Principally the Commission will help to : 

 Enable the voice of the rural church and rural community to be more 
fully articulated, heard and understood in the Diocese and beyond; and 

 Identify particular opportunities and challenges for the church in these 
contexts as part of the Shaped by God Diocesan Purpose describe.  This will 
include the celebration of the stories of the rural church in Leicestershire, 
particularly in the Church of England; identifying places and communities 
which might be described as witnessing to the deep ‘wells’ of Christian story 
and life or manifesting God’s good provision as ‘green pastures’. 

There will be an Open Consultation Meeting led by the Dean of Leicester, The 
Very Revd David Monteith, at All Saints Church, Sheepy Magna on 
Wednesday 15 Nov from 7:30–9.15pm.  Coffee will be served from 7pm. 

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME IN THE 
SHEEPY PARISH – UPDATE 

SHEEPY GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME NEEDS EWE!! 

DO EWE NEED SHEEPY GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME? 
 

The group of volunteers who responded to the Rural Community 
Council has now met and formed the Sheepy Good Neighbour Scheme. 

The group aims to increase its “volunteer army” to help those in our 
community who may benefit from neighbourly support—a great way 
of meeting new people locally, and it helps everyone to feel more 
connected with neighbours. 

We now need to extend the group and are looking for EWE!! 

Can EWE offer the group any of the following skills:- 

Enthusiasm 

IT and website skills 

Graphic design – for posters/logos etc 

General scheme volunteers – drivers, DIY, befrienders, 
gardening, dog walkers 

All volunteers will be covered by public liability insurance. 

This is not a full time commitment; it’s just a way of making sure that 
people in our community are offered valuable support. 

To learn more, or to offer your support, call: 

Chris Green                             01827 880047 

Janet Kavanagh                      01827 881142  

Ian and Lynda Papworth       01827 880345  

Community News 

mailto:the.factory@hotmail.co.uk
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(Tight for space this month—photos are on 
the front cover) 

 

Sport 
The Cross country season has begun.  It was a 
record breaking turn out from our school with 44 
runners.  We had many comments from other 
schools about our fantastic numbers.  Thank you to 
every child who came and every parent who 
brought them and cheered them on.  We are very 
proud of our Sheepy runners.  Thank you to Miss 
Jones for putting in some training and all the staff 
who drummed up such enthusiasm. (Photos front 
cover) 

Since the start of the academic year, we have also 
been to the Dixie football tournaments. Our girls 
and boys played extremely well. The girls team in 
particular shone due to their positive attitude and 
showed true Sheepy Spirit—from their reactions, 
we thought they had won—but no, they were just 
having an absolutely fabulous time, working 
together and enjoying the experience.  They 
reminded us all what sportsmanship is all about.  

This year we were able to enter two mixed teams 
into the Bosworth Educational Partnership Tag 
Rugby Tournament.  Despite not being a contact 
sport, there were some bumps and bruises but our 
pupils shook them off and got back on to the pitch.  
There was some excellent play, brilliant defence, 
and super teamwork—calling to one another.  Both 
teams were a credit to our school.   

Later this term we will be entering Boccia and 
Curling competitions.  Boccia is a precision ball 
sport related to bowls and pétanque.  Historically, 
we have done really well in the Curling, and it is 
exciting to have the opportunity to try out 
different sports.  

School grounds 
This year our fabulous, hardworking PTA are 
raising funds to help update and improve our trim 
trail area.  We hope that the village will be able to 
join us for several of their fund raising events: as 
well as the annual Christmas fayre they are 
planning a race night, a fashion and fizz night, and 
a quiz night (to name just a few).  They are already 
planning a great summer event to end the school 
year.  

 

The chickens are back!  We have 4 lovely ladies, 
happily clucking and laying little eggs for us.  They 
are the daughters of our cockerel, Bernard, who 
used to live at school.  They are beautiful chickens, 
both in looks and temperament and the children 
are loving having livestock to look after again.  We 
have a dedicated ‘Chicken Crew’ who are 
responsible for feeding them, collecting eggs and 
making sure they are tucked up safely each 
evening.  Thank you to the Wright family who have 
volunteered to look after our ladies during the 
holidays.  Without their support, we would not have 
been able to take on the responsibility of chickens 
again.  (Photos front cover) 

Staff 
Mrs Smith has joined our teaching team and 
shares with Mrs Olds.  Breakfast club leader and 
lunchtime supervisor Mrs Talbot, a valued member 
of staff, has moved away—we wish her well in her 
new endeavours but she will be missed.  We 
welcome Mrs Harrison, who works both mornings 
and lunchtimes, and Mrs Millbourne, another new 
lunchtime supervisor.  

To watch out for … 
Coming up in December, we have our annual 
productions.  As always, our Year 1 and 2 children 
(infants) will be putting on a musical version of the 
nativity.  This is always a magical show with 
twinkling stars, singing angels, Mary and Joseph, 
lots of animals and of course, at the heart of it, 
the Christmas story.  

Year 3 and 4 (lower juniors) will this year be 
putting on a musical Pied Piper adventure.  There’s 
bound to be lots of laughs and songs alongside 
great costumes.  We will be advertising the shows 
and hope that lots of villagers will be able to come 
along and enjoy them as much as we enjoy putting 
them on. 

On the last day of term (Wednesday 20th 
December) we will be going to church to join 
together in song and prayer.  We would love it if 
members of the community could join us at 2pm 
for this wonderful service.     
   

Mrs Alison Field, Headteacher 

Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News 
www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk 
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www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall  07583 272624 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk 

Sheepy Memorial Hall 

Regular Activities (in Alphabetical order) 

Adult Circuit Training:  Sunday afternoons, call Lou on 07429 623792 for details 

Adult Tap Classes: 1st,2nd,3rd Thursdays 7pm, contact Bonnie 07973 743217. 

Baby Massage Course: Thursdays, 10:30-11:30am.  Call Victoria 0791 970162. 

Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 7pm. 

Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm  

Didgeridoo Class: with tutor Mark Harwood.  Beginners welcome, no instrument required.  7:30pm 
4th Weds of the month, £5. 

Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve monthly 01827 880517 

Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 email puppyschool@mail.com, website 
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk 

Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and Tea, great 
chat and company. 

Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd Tuesday monthly7:30pm; plus Research & Cataloguing 
last Monday monthly 10-12noon in 1st Floor Heritage Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com 

Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm - Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602 

Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon till 1:30 pm.  All comers welcome, just turn up.  

Zumba with Bonnie: 9:15am Wed, 8pm Thurs, £4 for 1 hour, 07973 743 217.  

Sparkenhoe Arts Society 
www.sparkenhoearts.co.uk  

Next lecture  

The Rediscovered Marriage Bed Of Henry VII &  Elizabeth Of York 
by Jonathon Foyle—6 November, 7:30pm, Dixie School. 

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07583 272624,  
the new website (see above), or from Anji on 07837 370714. 

Hall Bookings: 

Available for parties, family celebrations  and funerals. 

Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.   
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details. 

Memorial Hall AGM 

Wed 1 November, 7:30pm–8pm at the Hall. 

Tramps’ Supper 

(photo back cover) 

The Tramps’ Supper raised 
£390 for the hall.   

There were also kind 
donations of 15 good winter 

coats for the homeless. 
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Emergency Numbers 

If you find yourself housebound and in 
need, please ring one of these 

numbers for help: 

Sheepy:  Mrs Green 01827 880047 or  
Mrs Negus 01827 880645 

Ratcliffe:  Mrs Pratt 01827 714565 

Orton:  Mrs McKay 01827 880308 

Twycross:  vacant 

On a personal note, Fibre Broadband for my village, Ratcliffe Culey, at last! 
(see page 7)—I just hope the promised 16-times-faster internet really does 
reach my home, I’ve signed up and my fingers are crossed! 

We could do with more advertisers (to keep the Gazette free, we need 
more advertising income), so if every reader thought about the tradesmen 
they know and the local businesses they use, and mentioned the Gazette to them, we 
might soon have full pages again—see what you can do, please!   

Also, if anyone would be interested in helping to recruit new advertisers, I have a 
number of leads but no time to follow them up—do please get in touch if you would be 
willing to help and I’ll talk you through what is needed. 

News for the December/January double issue to your village correspondent, as named 
above, by 12 November at the latest please.  

I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but I reserve the right, as 
editor, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.    

Many thanks HA 
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 Sheepy Bonfire Society— 
Scarecrow Festival winners: 

1. The Invisible Man—Mr Jaques (left) 
2.  Syn-Crow-nized Swimming—Fiona Timmins (below left) 
3.  Road Works Ahead!- Wendy & Phil. (below) 

And a splendid cake (below right) 

Food For 
Thought 

Orton Harvest 
Supper brought 

the village 
together to 

celebrate the 
harvest (left), 

Sheepy Memorial 
Hall held a 

Tramps’ Supper 
to raise funds 

(bottom right), 
whilst the Sheepy 
WI raised funds 

for Mary Ann 
Evans hospice at 
their Medieval 

Banquet (above) 


