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Orton Wedding 
 

Emma Guest & Jack London 
were married at  

St Edith's Church, Orton on the 
Hill, on 16 September  

Oswald “Ossie” Hall 
The funeral of Ossie Hall took place in Sheepy on 19 September, when 

the whole community came to pay their respects to this village 
gentleman (see p9).  Flowers adorning the coffin pay testament to his 

career with the Coal Board based at Birch Coppice.  

Sheepy Goes Mad in Dorset 
Children from Woodlands Class (above and below) 
enjoyed a week-long trip and a variety of exciting 

activities—see page 17 
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Church Services—October 2017 
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org 

There is also a communion service at 9am every Thursday at Sheepy Magna 

View From a Sibson Pew 
Harvest Thanksgiving 

Around this time, eleven years ago, I 
went to All Saints Church at Ratcliffe 
Culey: not to a service, but to join a 
painting group.  

That was the start of a journey during which I have had 
such enjoyment and fulfilment.  I am so fortunate to 
have been able to use that which gives me so much 
pleasure to help in a small way St Botolph’s church, 
Sibson. 

All around this group of churches there are people using 
their various skills and time to keep the churches 
running for our communities.  So, at Harvest 
Thanksgiving, let us also give thanks for their efforts 
throughout the year, every year. 

Sally Blood 

Sheepy Benefice has been 
approved for the  

“More Than A Book” programme.  
Our church reference number  

is: 12049 

The more people who use this 
number* when placing an order 
from the Bible Society shop at 

www.biblesociety.org.uk/
products  

the more money our churches 
could earn.  

* you can also select our church from the drop 
down menu provided  
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View From the Pulpit 
Children in the Bible—
(continued from last month) 

2…How do we know God 
wants children to have life? 

In 2015 the world was horrified at the 
photograph of a drowned three-year-
old child who perished in an attempt 

by his father to reach Europe via a dangerous sea crossing.  
We feel instinctively that children, above all, should have 
the chance of life and that the death of a child is a 
particular violation of the way life is supposed to work out.  
Yet despite all our sophistication, development and 
technology, we still live in a world where children continue 
to die needlessly every day through disease, violence, war, 
poverty or exploitation. 

The Bible acts as a powerful commentary on a world in 
which children die because of human ignorance and 
human evil.  Since Scripture tells us that the child is called 
first of all to grow and develop, it follows that we can say 
that God does not want any child to die.  That may seem 
particularly ironic when we read Scripture, because its 
children do die, all the time.  The world of the Bible is one 
where violence, famine and disease deprive endless 
children of life.  Jeremiah 31.15 gives us the sounds of 
terrible grief: “Rachel is weeping for her children; she 
refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are 
no more.”  It echoes again when Herod is determined to 
murder the child Jesus.  The German theologian Walter 
Brueggeman finds in the idea of the weeping mother a 
powerful metaphor for God, responding to the death of 
children with grief and lament, and also finds God as a 
furious she-bear whose cubs have been killed, filled with 
rage against evil.  God’s grief and anger in response to the 
death of the young should shock us into action, 
repentance and change.  

So if the children of the Bible die all the time, where do we 
see God enabling children to be saved for life? 
Brueggeman finds a third metaphor in the idea of the 
courageous midwives who risk everything defying Pharaoh 
by saving rather than killing the firstborn Hebrew children. 
Midwives oversee births, watching over them and bringing 
children safely into our world.  So God, too, is the caring 
midwife of all of us, guiding us through our lives, making it 
possible to respond to our personal calling to be human 
with a “yes” to God of our own volition.  

One of the most interesting stories about this is the 
judgement of Solomon.  The story is ostensibly about two 
women arguing about who is the mother of a living child, 
but the heart of the story is the tragedy of a dead baby. 
Solomon’s judgement is to order the death of the living 
child, prompting his real mother to sacrifice her claim in 
order to save him, thus identifying her to Solomon. 
Through Solomon we learn of God’s desire for the 
preservation and the salvation of children, whole and in 

the care of loving parents.  Similarly, we learn that God 
hears the cry of the dying Ishmael, abandoned by 
Abraham in the desert, and God inspires his mother to find 
water to save him.  In the parallel story of Ishmael’s half-
brother Isaac, we learn of God’s testing of Abraham, 
leading him almost to the sacrifice of his son, before he 
learns the hard way that God intends that both Isaac and 
Ishmael should be spared.  God is a God of life, not death. 

These aspects of God give us clues to the ways in which 
we too can advocate for children.  Children who are hurt 
by others need our loud grief and horror to be expressed; 
we need to be caring, open and hospitable midwives, 
through nursing, through fostering, through teaching, 
through careful attention to what children really need in 
order to flourish and grow.  We also sometimes need to be 
she-bears, inflamed with God’s passion for issues in our 
society which need urgent attention.  

3…God finds children worthy of healing 

The passion of God for saving children also comes out 
throughout Scripture in stories of healing.  We learn about 
God’s desire for children to have healthy, fulfilled lives 
when children who are sick, or even dead, are restored to 
wholeness. 

Perhaps one of the most important is the healing of Jairus’ 
daughter in the Gospel of Mark 5.21-43.  Jesus is on his 
way to see the sick child when people approach and tell 
Jairus that she is dead and that he should not bother Jesus 
any more.  The child was always at the bottom of the 
social heap, being young and female, and now she is dead.  
Yet Jesus does not stop but carries on to the house.  Once 
there, he does not spend time talking to the adults about 
what is, or is not, to be done.  Instead he gets rid of the 
mourners and speaks directly to the child, “Little girl, get 
up” and she immediately responds.  Only then does Jesus 
turn to her parents and give them instruction about her 
physical needs.  It is a powerful statement of God’s desire 
for the wholeness and health of those who are most 
powerless and vulnerable, and a profound affirmation of 
the value of the child’s life. 

This healing miracle tells us something important about 
how we should respond to children who are today in need 
of healing—children who are dying of preventable 
diseases; children dying in war zones; refugee children; 
children who come to school unable to learn because they 
are famished or exhausted; children who are acting as 
carers for adults or taking care of siblings.  Many of them 
are simply hidden from sight, lost to welfare, forgotten by 
authorities, or are yesterday’s news story.  We are called 
to follow Jesus into those places, cut through all the red 
tape and arguments of the adult world and do whatever 
we can to save those children, nurture them and give 
them a positive future. 

Blessings, Revd Julia 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/Jer/31/highlight:15/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/Mark/5/highlight:21/
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Orton News 
WORTHINGTON BLUE PLAQUE 

Through the diligent research of Mattina Bagnall and 
Mary Ould, Orton has acquired an unexpected claim 
to fame!  With the support of the Hinckley Museum, 
it has been established from the baptismal records at 
St Edith’s that Orton was the birthplace of William 
Worthington, the founder of the famous brewing 
dynasty in Burton. 

A commemorative plaque was 
unveiled at The Unicorn Inn on 
the evening of Tuesday 22 
August by the Head Brewer at 
Worthington Brewery, in the 
presence of civic dignitaries 
from Hinckley & Bosworth B.C. 
and of representatives of the 
Hinckley Museum and of the 

National Brewery Centre in Burton.  There was also a 
good gathering of local residents and members of 
the Hinckley branch of CAMRA . 

The Worthington family were prominent bell-ringers, 
especially the founder’s great-grandson William W 
Worthington 
who funded bells 
in numerous 
local towers.  So 
it was 
appropriate that 
the bells of St 
Edith’s church 
could be heard 
in the 
background 
being rung by a local band [(l to r) Richard Chantler, 
Phil Staples, Luke Groom, Nick Parr, Brenda Parr, & 
Stuart Hale] during the unveiling ceremony.  

After the unveiling, everybody moved inside The 
Unicorn to toast the memory of William Worthington 
and to enjoy an excellent buffet courtesy of Colin & 
Jane. 

Barbara Macdonagh 
This is not really news but there may be some of you 
out there who, like me, had not heard that Mrs 
McDonagh passed away at the end of May in her 96th 
year.  She was well known to the residents of Orton 
and Twycross as the wife of popular vicar Rev Jack 
MacDonagh, who was minister to the old parish of 
Orton, Norton & Twycross. 

Margaret McKay 

Classic Car Show on the Hill 
What a spectacular success!  Well done Kent & 
Rachel and all your helpers for organising such a 
great family event and special thanks for raising 
money for our church.  Here is a report on the day 
from the organisers (and picture back cover). 

After months of thinking about hosting a Classic Car 
event, Kent finally plucked up the courage to ask Rachel … 
who said “No!” 

Then followed the planning and networking with vehicle 
owners to see if there was an appetite for participants and 
helpers, and the idea formed of combining it with a Coffee 
& Cake fundraiser for St Edith’s Church. 

On the first Monday there were 12 confirmed vehicles, by 
Friday 29, Sunday 43, and within two weeks over 50, so 
the date was set for Sunday 3 September. 

When the day approached the only certainty was rain ... 
which fortunately was very light.  And thankfully over 110 
vehicles and approximately 400 people turned out to show 
their full support.  Even Graham had organised for the 
Church Bells to ring to open the day. 

We were also helped by local and national businesses, 
namely Polesworth Garage, Audi, BMW, Jaguar, 
Mercedes, Landrover and Bentley.  And obviously the 
many vehicle owners who arrived in their LGV trucks, 
tractors, motorbikes, and of course old/modern classic 
and Supercars, the values of which were many millions ... 
oh and the current World Powerboat racing championship 
boat and crew. 

Villagers rallied round and supported the event by 
donating goods and helping run the many stalls, being the 
Tombola, Tea & Cakes, Silent Auction, Prosecco Parlour, 
Hog Roast and Bar, but one of the highlights of the event 
was guessing the weight of the marrow!? 

The People’s Choice of “Most popular vehicle of the day” 
went to a beautiful new 458 Ferrari, which beat off late 
completion from a 1950s Mercedes SL, Austin Healey and 
a Karmann Ghia. 

Special thanks go to 
the Army, who created 
a mock battle camp 
with heavy duty trucks 
and camouflage tents, 
a fully functioning field 
kitchen, recruiting 
vehicle, a clay pigeon 
laser shoot and 
patrolling snipers. 

So a big thank you all of those friends and neighbours 
involved for helping to make this such a successful event 
and for raising nearly £3000 pounds. 
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Mrs C A Parkes 

MCSP SRP 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

  

Member of Health Professions Council 

  

Orton House Physiotherapy 

Orton House Farm 

Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR 

  

Mobile: 0789 996 6214 

Telephone: 01827 880238 
  

Member of the Organisation of 

Chartered Physiotherapists 

in Private Practice 

Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey 
01827 715701 

Cosy, warm, country pub 
serving real ales,  
fine wines and  

freshly prepared,  
home cooked cuisine. 

Lunchtime menu:  
2 Mains for £12  
(excluding Sunday) 

View our menus online at: 

www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk 

Open Monday 5-10pm 

Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm 

Saturday 12 noon–11pm 

Sunday 12 noon–8pm 

Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3 

Traditional Sun Lunch 12–3:30 

Evening meals Weds–Sat 6–9 

Have you thought of advertising your business 
or service in the Sheepy Benefice Gazette? 

You will reach every household in Sheepy, Ratcliffe 
Culey, Sibson, Shenton, Orton and Twycross. 

Our rates are very affordable—just £1 per column 
centimetre.  So a box 6cm square would be just £6 per issue 
and this box, for example, could be yours for £14 per issue.  

We can design an ad for you or use your own artwork. 
Contact the Editor, Helen Anderton  

helenca@waitrose.com or 01827 714855 

Experienced 
cleaner 

available 
complete with references 

Tel: Anne 01827 875905 

Renovation Experts 
 

High class builder with 30yrs experience 

offering specialist services 

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional 
properties using reclaimed materials & 

traditional building methods 

Barn conversions 

Orangeries/oak conservatories 

Farm houses 

Extensions & alterations 

Luxury period bathrooms 

Bespoke hand-made kitchens 
 

See our range of green oak garden furniture at  

www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk 
 

01827 881085 or 07875 498628 

email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Handcrafted Cupcakes & 
Celebration Cakes! 

Vintage china and cutlery hire 

All cakes freshly made to order 
with locally sourced ingredients 

where possible 
 

For further details or to discuss these and  
other catering requirements 

Contact Jane in Sheepy on: 
01827 880996  or  07870 934 192 

www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery 

www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk 
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Ratcliffe Culey News 
Ratcliffe Friendship Club 

At our September meeting, members and six guests 
greatly enjoyed a photographic presentation “The 
Beauty of Nature” by Mr David Goldsmith.  These 
photographs were mainly of local flora and fauna; 
everything from fungi to rarely seen insects and birds 
had been captured in great detail.  

Our next meeting is on 4 October when Helen 
Anderton will give us an illustrated talk on her visit to 
Japan.  We meet at 7.30 pm in the Church Room and 
visitors are very welcome.   

If anyone wishes to join the Friendship Club, please 
contact Juliet on 01827 713766. 

PAST EVENTS 

Treasure Hunt 
Twelve teams progressed round the village on 
Sunday 20 August seeking answers to Sue and Dave’s 
twenty one ingenious Treasure Hunt clues.  It was 
great fun as it catered for all age groups and was 
followed by tea and cakes in the Church Room.  
Congratulations to Team Cartwright, the winners by 
a small margin.  As this event proved very popular it 
is hoped to do something similar next year.  Thanks 
to all those who took part and to Sue and Dave for a 
great idea. 

Ride & Stride 
This took place on Saturday 9 September.  This year 
eight riders and striders visited the church between 
10am and 6pm.  Well done to Jess, William and 
Helen Bullivant for striding on behalf of Ratcliffe.  
Many thanks to those who were present in church to 
greet those taking part on Saturday. 

Heritage Weekend 
The church was open on Saturday and Sunday 9/10 
September for visitors to look around the building. 

Ratcliffe Calendar—not for 2018 
As no further photos have been received, I’m afraid 
there will not be a Ratcliffe Calendar for 2018.  A 
shame, but if you want this to be resurrected in 
2019, please start thinking now about taking suitable 
pictures and send them to me as soon as you like. 

Helen Anderton helenca@waitrose.com 

FUTURE EVENTS 

Quiz Night 
This will be held on Friday 13 October at 7.30 pm.  
Maximum of 4 per team, £3 per contestant inclusive 
of refreshments.  Please bring your own drinks. 

Coffee Morning 
This is planned for Wednesday 1st November from 10 
to 12 noon. 

Christmas Fair 
This will be on Saturday, 2 December from 2–4 p.m.  
More details in the November Gazette. 

Carol Service 
This will be held on Wednesday 13th December at 
7.30 pm.  Once again Nuneaton Salvation Army band 
will be leading the service. 

Next Church Service 
Sunday 22 October Holy Communion 10am 

Richard Jones 

News for Ratcliffe from 
Witherley Parish Council  
NB  See important notice on page 11 re 

Neighbourhood plan Meetings 

Extracts from the Minutes of the Sept 2017 Meeting 

 Leicestershire Superfast Broadband team advise Ratcliffe 
(Atherstone Cab 22) blocked duct should be cleared by 
end of September and the fibre work by end of October. 

 Tree and shrub debris in playing field removed to allow 
grass cutting. 

 Email from resident raising issue of conifer at Sketchley 
Lane obscuring street light. 

 Email from resident raising footpath sign is obscured by 
hedge.   

 Sketchley Lane footpath, the LCC Officer to action 
September. 

 Ratcliffe House Lane footpath to cost approximately 
£3,000 to downgrade from BOTAT to Bridle way. 

 People are parking on the pavements along Main Road.  

 The green street signs are positioned at eye level, what 
can be done about moving them? Clerk to investigate.  

 The railings at the top of Ratcliffe Road have been run into 
again.  



October 2017                               Sheepy Benefice Gazette 

8 

Lawn 
Care 

Garden 
Maintenance 

Contact Clive on: 
Tel    01827 713379 
Mob  07971 646107 

Cleaning 
Paths & 
Paving 

Rubbish 
Removal 

Tree Pruning 
Hedge  
Trimming 

Weeding 

 

Lab Cote Windows 
Upvc windows, Doors, Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits Guttering 

Deal direct with the Company owner.  We do not use sales reps and we prepare 
written quotes for your consideration.  Established over 35 years. 

Energy saving  A-Rated Windows as standard.  Triple glazing also available. 

We offer free no obligation advice to prevent expensive mistakes. 

CERTASS approved (to issue Document L Building Control Certificates.) 

Please ask for our free Company Checklist to help you make your decision, we will be happy to 
send you a copy without obligation.  Contact us to see if we can help, you will be glad you did! 

Tel 01827 881531   Mobile 07932 996745 
www.labcotewindows.co.uk   E mail labcotewindows @aol.com 

Advertise Here! 
A box this size (5cm tall)  

costs just £5 per issue 
We can design it for you 
Just contact the editor: 

Helen Anderton 
helenca@waitrose.com 

01827 714855 

Sheepy Local History 
Society 

Presents 

“Putting the “Battle of Bosworth” 
into the landscape” 

A talk by Richard Mackinder  

on Tuesday 10 October 

at 7:30pm  

at Sheepy Memorial Hall 

Main Road, Sheepy Magna 
CV9 3QU 

Everyone welcome 

Admission by donation 

Refreshments  

Contact details: Lynne Percival. 
Tel. 01827 880721 or email: 

sheepyhistory@btinternet.com 

http://www.labcotewindows.co.uk
mailto:sheepyhistory@btinternet.com
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Sheepy News (cont p8) 

Special Services 
A celebration of Harvest Thanksgiving—Sunday  
15 October at 11am followed by a “Bring and Share” 
lunch to which everyone is invited. 

Food & Fellowship In Church 
Another Brunch on 14 October between 10am and 12 
noon: £5 a head.  Full cooked breakfast, toast and 
marmalade and endless tea and coffee, to raise funds 
for the Project Account. 

Mothers Union  
5 October 2pm at the home of Mrs. Gillian 
Greenwood, 7 Church House Apartments.  We have a 
guest speaker, Mrs Diane Whiteman, plus our usual 
Bring and Buy stall. 

Open House 
16 October.  We will be leaving the Sheepy lay-by at 
10:30pm to go to Wyevale Garden Centre to have 
coffee and then lunch and start our Christmas 
shopping.  Contact Mrs Jean Negus for transport 
arrangements on 01827 880645. 

Tuesday Church 
Tuesday Church is an informal service 
with music, a story, a craft activity and 
loads of fun!  It is held on the second 
Tuesday of the month, at 1:30pm in 
Sheepy Church.  Reception children from Sheepy 
Primary School attend, but this service is open to all 
pre-school children and their carers.  The next service 
is on Tuesday 10 October.   

If you care for a young child why not come along and 
see what we do?  All helpers are fully DBS checked. 

Open The Book 
Open the Book is a series of Bible 
stories presented weekly by small 
teams to the children of Sheepy 
Primary School.  There are seven 
volunteers who take part, which 
means that we are only committed to 
two or three times each half term.  We usually meet 
in Church on a Monday morning to rehearse, and 
then “perform” in school on Wednesday morning, 
term time only.  Each session takes about half an 
hour.  

If you would like to be involved in this rewarding 
experience please contact Revd Julia Hargreaves, or 
Sue Houghton on 01827 880517.  All helpers are DBS 
checked. 

Sheepy WI 
Sheepy WI has certainly had a summer of fun.  From 
learning about the cost of vanity to making corn 
dollies and outings to Atherstone Golf Club and 
Buzzard’s Valley Vineyard (photos back cover). 

If these events sound interesting we’d love you to 
come and join us.  We meet at Sheepy Memorial Hall 
on the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm.  The next 
meeting is 24 October when it will be the AGM / 
Sheepy WI’s own Pudding Club & Tasting.  If you need 
further details please contact Juliet on 07553 055787.  
sheepywi@hotmail.com     https://sheepywi.org 

Sheepy Magna Ladies’ Group 
The next meeting is on Wednesday 18th October. We 
also have two trips to the Concordia Theatre, 
Hinckley booked; to see “Gypsy” on 4th October and 
“White Christmas” on 15th November.  We will have 
our Christmas celebration on 21st December. 

We are a group of ladies, mixed ages and interests, 
who enjoy our lively and interesting monthly 
meetings, theatre trips and meals out.  So, if you 
would like an evening out, why not come along and 
see what you think of us?  

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month, at 7:30pm, in Sheepy Memorial Hall unless 
otherwise published.  For more information about 
any of the forthcoming events or the group in 
general, ring Sue on 01827 880517 or Pat on  
01827 880627. 

Oswald Percy Hall 
‘Oz, Ossie’ was a popular villager, known to most 
people because of his delight at being involved.  

He was everywhere when things were 
happening and always happy and relaxed.  

At 93 he had seen it all before but wanted to see 
it again.  On 18 September 2017, the church in 

Sheepy was full for his funeral service and 
everyone there knew him and  
he would have known them.  

He lived in Gate Cottage for over 60 years and 
only moved to Orchard House when he could  

no longer care for himself.   

Replacements for such a character are hard to 
find in the modern rush.   He was unique in his 
time and he will be remembered and missed. 

mailto:sheepywi@hotmail.com
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FENCE MAN JOHN 

 

 

 
 

FOR POST AND RAIL FENCING  

THAT LOOKS "THE PART" 

DESIGNED AND BUILT  

TO "DO THE JOB" AND LAST 
 

Feather edge, post & rail, picket 
fencing; panels supplied/fitted  

Post repair specialist 

Rose arches, raised beds, 
planters, screens 

Garden gates made to order 

Garden woodworking solutions 
 

No job too small 
 

All jobs surveyed free first 

Written estimate within 7 days 
 

Stoke Golding 

Call John on 01455 212984  

or Mob 07890 070681 

www.fencemanjohn.co.uk 

MG EVANS & SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

  

Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX 
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours 

  

20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN 
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours 

  

Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business 

Rolls Royce Hearse 
Horse Drawn Hearse 

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk 

GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS 
Jaguar Limousines 

To Advertise in The Sheepy 
Group Gazette,  

Contact the Editor,  
Helen Anderton 

helenca@waitrose.com 

01827 714855 
 
 

Rates are just  
£1 per column centimetre  

per issue  
(a column is 6.2cm wide)  

or 
£40 per half page 

 
10 issues a year. 

Pinwall Garden Services 

Call Dan on 07931 506613 
 

Regular garden maintenance 

One-off tidy ups 

Tree and Shrub pruning 

Grass and hedge cutting 

All types of weed control 

Fencing work 

 

 

 
 

Restore your inner peace with  
a relaxing treatment 

*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT 

*Indian Head Massage 

*Hot Stones Massage 

Call JILLY on 07971 488690 
Reiki Master and Teacher 

Advertise Here! 
A box this size (5cm tall)  

costs just £5 per issue 
We can design it for you 
Just contact the editor: 

Helen Anderton 
helenca@waitrose.com 

01827 714855 
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WE’RE OFF! 

The Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan has begun. The Steering Group has 
been formed and is starting to chart the course for the future shape of the Parish (which 
includes Ratcliffe Culey). 

The Plan will include, for example, policies on where and what type of development should 
happen in your neighbourhood, and its design; the type of housing, transport and access 
(including issues around roads, cycling, walking and access for disabled people); provision for 
businesses to set up or expand their premises; the protection and creation of open space; 
the development of leisure facilities and the protection of important buildings and historic 
assets. 

The founding members of the Steering Group are: 

Kay Conway (Witherley); David Wilkins (Ratcliffe Culey); Charlotte Ward-Lewis (Witherley); 
Derek Ridgway (Fenny Drayton); Cindy McDonnell (Witherley); Helen Bullivant (Ratcliffe 
Culey); Mark Simpson (Fenny Drayton); Laura Dyer (Ratcliffe Culey); Ellie Harding (Atterton); 
Dayle Flude (Atterton) 

Roles and responsibilities are being finalised but already the members have elected Kay 
Conway as Chairman. However, we still need more help. We especially need some younger 
recruits to the Steering Group, as it's their future that’s at stake too.  Contact Kay on 01827 
711073 to find out what’s involved.  

You are invited to any of the following Consultation Drop-in events: 

Witherley, Friday 17th November, 3pm-7pm at the Football Club 

Ratcliffe Culey, Thursday 23rd November, 4pm-7pm at All Saints Church 

Fenny Drayton, Saturday 25th November, 10am-1pm, St Michael & All Angels Church 

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF WITHERLEY PARISH BY TELLING US 

WHAT YOU WANT FOR YOUR COMMUNITY.  YOUR VIEWS MATTER! 

Community News 

SOUNDS 
AMAZING! 

A concert of your own creation 
where you can hear your favourite track as you 

have never heard it before, in the superb acoustics 
of a village church, at our special musical evening 

Saturday 28 October 2017 at 7.30pm 

All Saints Church, Sheepy Magna 

Tickets £5 each incl drinks and light refreshments 

email your choice of track to 

sheepyproject@hotmail.com or  
bring along your own recording 

 

mailto:sheepyproject@hotmail.com
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JAMIE EDWARDS 
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

  

Tel: 01827 881098 
Mobile: 07900 908007 

Sibson 

High Class Interior & Exterior 

Painting & Decorating 

M D Matthews 
  

Telephone: 01827-718974 
Mobile: 07946-731649 

Email:  
mdmatt@btinternet.com 

PRIME BEEF & LAMB 
LOCALLY PRODUCED 

Licensed to deal in game 

             BATES OF  
    ATHERSTONE LTD 

6 Market Street, Atherstone 
Telephone: 01827 713175 

 

OAKEY & MILLER 
GARDENING SERVICES 

 
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding, 

Hedge cutting, Slab laying, Fencing 

No job too small 
 

Call ROBERT on 07814 586013 
or STUART on 07478349521 

for a free quote 

MKS Décor 
 

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

For a FREE quotation contact 

Matthew on: 07816 428929 

email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk  

Softleys 
in the Square 

Market Bosworth 
Telephone:  

01455 290464 
All menus available to view online or telephone us 

Accommodation available from £69.00 

Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26 

A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner 

Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16 

email: softleysrestaurant@gmail.com 
www.softleys.com 

 

SMITHS GARAGE LTD 
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE 

CV9 3NB 
  

• NEW & USED CAR SALES 

• SERVICE & MOT TESTING 

• ACCIDENT REPAIRS 

• FORD PARTS SALES 
 

OPENING HOURS: 
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am to 5:00pm 

  

TELEPHONE 
01827-712156 
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Sibson News 

Sibson 
Village Hall 

Looking for somewhere to hold a regular 
group or event?  Look no further 

Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any 
occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road 

parking and a pleasant outdoor area.   
 

Cost of hire: 
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:  

£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £6.50 per hour 
 

We only charge for the time of the event 
Not the preparation time or cleaning up afterwards 

 

For further details, to check availability, and to book  
Please call Brian May on 01827 880511 

 @Sibson Parish Village Hall 

Harvest Festival 
Our annual Harvest Thanksgiving service will be on 
Sunday 8 October at 4:30pm, followed by cheese 
and wine.  

You are very welcome to join us. 

Ladies that Lunch  
We shall be meeting for lunch on:  

Thursday 28 September—12:30 pm at The Black 
Horse Sheepy Magna       

Thursday 26 October—12:30 pm at Ullesthorpe 
Garden Centre 

You are very welcome to join us. 

District Church Council  
Our next DCC meeting is on Monday 2 October at 
7:30pm at The Cock Inn, Sibson. 

Nigel Bond 

Aromatherapy Experience Workshop 
 

Sibson Village Hall 
Thursday 2 November 

7:30–9:30 pm 
 

Learn about the history, benefits and versatility 
of aromatherapy products 

with local expert Debbie Moore of Tranquil Heart 

Create your own personalised lotion to take away  
together with some lovely gift-making ideas 

Includes glass of fizz on arrival and light refreshments 

£10 a ticket 

Call Suzanne on 07799 66 2180  
for more information or to book your place 

 

Would you like 
to be trained to 

use a 
Defibrillator? 

 

Sheepy Parish Council has 
recently purchased three new 
defibrillators. They will be located at the Village 
Hall, Sibson, Upton Barn, Upton, and Smith’s 
Garage, Pinwall.  There is also a defibrillator at the 
Black Horse, Sheepy Magna. The defibrillator is 
easy to use and you simply have to follow the voice 
& visual prompts. 

Training is being arranged in the use of the 
defibrillator to give confidence to anyone who may 
need to use it in the future.  This training will take 
place on Thursday, 26th October at 7 pm at Sibson 
Village Hall. 

Everyone is welcome to attend but we need to 
know numbers so, if you are interested in this 
training, please email info@sheepyparish.com with 
your name and telephone number, or ring 01827 
880485 and leave your details.  

mailto:info@sheepyparish.com
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To Advertise in the Gazette, contact the Editor:  
Helen Anderton 

helenca@waitrose.com 
01827 714855 

(£1 per column centimetre per issue, or £40 a half page) 

 

We are the area’s leading stockists of accessories and components: 

01827 

      716111 
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Twycross News 
Twycross Church Christmas Fayre 

To be held in the dining room (Underwood) at 
Twycross House School on Saturday 18 November 
from 11am-3pm. 

Young musicians from The South Derbyshire Music 
Centre will be playing from 11.30am-12noon.  Please 
come along and enjoy the hot snacks and festive 
stalls well before Christmas.  (Please find our event 
on Facebook for up to date information) 

Ride and Stride 
Well done Ann Evans for cycling 31 miles in wet and 
blustery weather for 7 hours, taking in 16 churches 
and finishing at St James Church.  Thank you, Ann, 
for participating on behalf of St James.   

Rita, Church Warden. 

Twycross 49 Club winners 
(July/Aug & Sept) D. Hughes, A. Cartwright, A. Senter, 
A. Assinder, G. Haywood, A. Lington, B. Chantler,  
F. Philips, H. Kirkpatrick, F. Reading, B. Orm.  

Thanks to all our members—you really are a huge 
help in keeping the church fully functional.  Spare 
numbers are available—call Audrey on 01827 
880035. Weekly prize of £25. Next subs due 18 Nov 
(please call me if I have missed collecting your subs 
this time, summer hols are tricky!). 

Village Hall 
On Friday 27 October at 7pm, we are staging a 
concert featuring the Sheepy Melody Makers and a 
Ukulele band from Nuneaton.  Proceeds will be used 
to repair the hall.  Admission £5 per head.  
Refreshments available and we will hold a raffle. 

We also have bingo on  Saturday September 30th. 

For further details of all events, please contact 
Margaret on 01827 880095 

Women’s Institute 
Our meeting on Monday 16 October, at 7.15pm in 
the Village Hall, starts with our AGM.   

This will be followed by a Craft Evening where 
members will be taking part, instructed by Carol 
Goodridge. Each item made will then be entered in 
our monthly competition.   

This will be followed by delicious refreshments. 

There is a charge of £2 each for visitors. 

Carol Goodridge 

Shenton News 
A dramatic difference to our 
church at the moment as the 
scaffolding for the repairs to the 
high stonework has now been 
erected.  This was such a large 
undertaking that it took almost three weeks—and 
that included the scaffolders working over the bank 
holiday weekend.  

The church is still open though and we will be having 
our Harvest Festival service at 6pm on 15 October. 
This is immediately followed by the auction of 
produce—which is quite quickly developing an 
almost legendary reputation.  In each of the last 
three years the auction has raised over £1000 and 
the bidding becomes distinctly frenzied for "The 
Apple Pie" (deliberately capitalised as befits its 
status).  No-one knows which of the apple pies will 
become "The Apple Pie"—who can tell when the 

bidding will suddenly take 
off and the kudos which 
attaches to the successful 
baker surely eclipses the 
efforts of the winners of 
the Great British Bake-Off. 

Why not come along to the 
harvest festival?  The 
service starts at 6pm.  The 
heating will be on.  The 
Apple Pie will have been 
baked.    Charles Wollaston 

Twycross House School 
Students, parents and 
staff at Twycross House 
School are celebrating 
exceptional results both 
at A level (left) and 
GCSE (below). 

tel:01872%20880035
tel:01872%20880035
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Maths Tuition 
Available for AS, A Level,  

GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs 

Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958 

 

www.francescasinclair.co.uk 

Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk 

Telephone 07901 547360 

Private Tuition 
since 2004 by  

fully qualified teacher 

A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology 

GCSE Maths & Sciences 

Home schooling, adult learners &  

teacher training support 

Dr Alan Wood 
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel: 01827 719923 

TIM HARDING 

Your Local Electrician 
 

no job too small or large 

FREE advice  

& quotations 
 

Telephone 

07977 012940 or 01827 880473 

Rose Cottage, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna, 

Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ 

Whatever Next! 

Sheepy Litter Pickers 
United have seen some 
strange things dumped as 
waste—e.g. a used 
electric lawn mower, 
neatly placed on top of an 
open-top litter bin (see 
photograph), a 
microwave oven placed 
inside one, and bags of 
quality used clothing 
dumped alongside.  It 
hardly needs saying that 
such items should go to 
Council Re-cycling/Waste 
Centres or charity shops. 

Meanwhile, good news: Hinckley & Bosworth BC report an 
increasing number of litter enforcement notices issued, and 
further deployment of CCTV cameras across the rural areas.   

Flytipping should be reported to H&B Council Clean 
Neighbourhood Team on 01455 255971/255977.  Please don't 
touch, or valuable evidence could be compromised.  

Sheepy Flower &  
Vegetable Show 2017 

This year it was noted that the Sheepy Flower and 
Vegetable Show celebrated its 40th year (Challenge 

Cup indicates that the first winner was in 1977). 
Amongst our visitors was some that had attended 
and taken part since its inception but we also had 

quite a few new faces. We thank all those that came 
along to support. 

Over the years we have stuck to the traditional 
format, with some adaptations to reflect changing 
times. (To encourage you even more next year we 

will have a ‘BLOOM’ category. This means that 
whatever flowers you enjoy in your garden 

hopefully you will be proud enough to bring along at 
least one stem to show). 

mailto:the.factory@hotmail.co.uk


Sheepy Benefice Gazette                                            October 2017 

17 

New Reception Pupils 

All of the staff and children at Sheepy Magna Primary School would like to say a warm welcome to 
the new members of the flock.  The children have settled incredibly well into the Portland class, 
coming into school with smiles and a readiness to learn. Considering the ratio of 12 boys to 3 girls, 
the children are calm, well-behaved 
and show kindness to one another.  

We have been learning about ourselves 
and our local environment.  Last week, 
as part of our topic learning about the 
local area, we went for a tour of the 
village, checking out the lake, the pub, 
the church and of course the 
playground!  

They had a visit from one of our 
treasured governors—Sue—as she 
came to talk to all of our Key Stage 
One about life in the village and how 
things have changed over the years. 
They have also had their first 
experience of Tuesday Church—which, 
as always, they all loved. 

In addition, the children had their first whole-school assembly with the ‘Open 
the Book’ Team.  They told us the creation story, hence the children wearing 
animal masks. Mrs Hall has been delighted with the children and is looking forward to a great year 
ahead! 

Key Stage Two News 

Not to be outdone, our Junior pupils have had a trip out for their topic: they visited Bosworth 
Battlefield and had a fantastic time finding out about what actually happened all those years ago 
between Richard, Henry and the Stanleys.  Highlights of the day included marching in formation, 
investigating the differences in how the different sides were organised and listening to tales of 
battle heroics and fighting tactics. 

In addition, our lower Juniors have had their first clarinet lesson. They learnt how to attach their 
reeds carefully.  This was the first of a series of weekly lessons they will have all year.  Already, 
they are sounding great!  We look forward to a little recital just before Christmas to see how they 
are progressing. 

PGL 

Our Upper Juniors, Woodlands Class, have just returned from 
Dorset. They went for a week-long trip and, as usual, we went with 
Witherley CE School which is really good for our pupils to have that 
opportunity to make new friends and work with another school.  
Although a little chilly, rainy and blustery at times, they all had a 
wonderful time.  The best thing seems to be the ‘Giant Swing’ which 
everyone really enjoyed.  We were able to go to the water sports 
centre in Weymouth to do raft building and kayaking and everyone 
got very wet (left)!  Thank you very much to Mrs Keys and Mrs Hair 
who came along on the trip to supervise, organise and support the 
children.  We all got to visit the beach where the children enjoyed 
activities such as monster making and pirate gem hunting.  On one 
evening we all huddled around a campfire and sang songs and 
listened to exciting stories.  Well done to all the pupils who were 

absolutely brilliant and were really well behaved: we had many comments about how good they were. 

To watch out for … 

Harvest Festival 12 October at 2pm—please come and join us to give thanks; Halloween Disco  
26 October; and of course our cross country races, beginning in October and running through until 
April. 

Mrs Alison Field, Headteacher 

Sheepy Magna CofE Primary School News 
www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk 

All photos in colour on 
www.sheepybenefice.org 
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www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall  07583 272624 sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk 

Sheepy Memorial Hall 

Regular Activities 

Adult Circuit Training:  Sunday afternoons, call 
Lou on 07429 623792 for details 

Adult Tap Classes: 1st,2nd,3rd Thursdays 7pm, 
contact Bonnie 07973 743217. 

Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon till 1:30 pm.  All 
comers welcome, just turn up.  

Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 
10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and Tea, 
great chat and company. 

Sheepy Local History Society: meetings 2nd 
Tuesday monthly, plus Research & Cataloguing 
last Monday monthly, 10-12 in 1st Flr Heritage 
Room sheepyhistory@btinternet.com 

Zumba with Bonnie: 9:15am Wed, 8pm Thurs, 
£4 for 1 hour, 07973 743 217.  

Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve 
monthly 01827 880517 

Didgeridoo Class: with tutor Mark Harwood.  
Beginners welcome, no instrument required.  
7:30pm 4th Weds of the month, £5. 

Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday monthly, 
doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm  

Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday monthly 
7pm. 

Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 
email puppyschool@mail.com, website 
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk 

Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30-9:30pm - 
Jean Pritchett on 07776 298602 

Tickets for all events available from Sheepy Memorial Hall 07583 272624,  
the new website (see above), or from Anji on 07837 370714. 

Hall Bookings: 

Available for parties, family celebrations  and funerals. 

Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.   
Telephone or text us on 07583 272624, or look at our website for more details. 

Coming soon—Baby Massage Course 

5 weeks for babies over 6 weeks old.  Call Victoria on 
07971 970162 or email minivic@ntlworld.com 

Victoria Brown if you are interested 

Memorial Hall AGM 

Wednesday 1 November 

7:30pm–8:00pm 

Sheepy Memorial Hall 

mailto:minivic@ntlworld.com
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Emergency Numbers 

If you find yourself housebound and in 
need, please ring one of these 

numbers for help: 

Sheepy:  Mrs Green 01827 880047 or  
Mrs Negus 01827 880645 

Ratcliffe:  Mrs Pratt 01827 714565 

Orton:  Mrs McKay 01827 880308 

Twycross:  vacant 

I’m delighted to be back in the editor’s chair this month—enormous thanks 
to Tony Coley for stepping in as Deputy Editor for a couple of issues and 
doing the job so splendidly (I must look to my laurels!) 

Important news about the Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Plan on page 11, 
and it looks as if we forgotten souls in Ratcliffe Culey might finally be 
getting faster broadband! (see page 7). 

We could do with more advertisers, so if every reader thought about the tradesmen they 
know and the local businesses they use, and mentioned the Gazette to them, we might 
soon have full pages again—see what you can do please!  

News for the November edition (and don’t forget Christmas is creeping up on us) to your 
village correspondent, as named above, by 12 October at the latest please.  

I’m happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but I reserve the right, as 
editor, to publish or not and to shorten or edit as required.    

Many thanks HA 
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Remembrance at Bosworth 
On 22 August, on the anniversary of the Battle of Bosworth in 1485, Revd Julia again attended and  

led the prayers at the annual memorial service, held at the sundial. 
Roses were laid in memory of all those who lost their lives that day, some 1000 men. 

Classics –on-the-Hill 
 

A blue Rolls Royce convertible and a 
splendid 1948 Jaguar—just two of over 

a hundred classic and super cars on 
display at the Orton-on-the-Hill Classic 
Car Show in September—story page 5 

Sheepy WI Summer of Fun 
—ranged from the price of vanity, to 

making corn dollies, and visits to 
Atherstone Golf Club and Buzzards Valley 

Vineyard—both of which seem to have 
involved food & wine! 


