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WEDDING  
Ian and Sian Roberts were married at All 

Saints, Sheepy on  Saturday 13 May 

BAPTISM 
Bap sm of Toby Zac Wynne, 25th June at St James, 

Su on Cheney.  
Revd Julia had also had the pleasure of marrying  

Andrew 'Fred' & Becky two years earlier.  

BAPTISM  
Ratcliffe Culey Bap sm of Maisie Ann, 

daughter of Helen and Edward Cartwright 
took place on 25th June 

BAPTISM  
Ratcliffe Culey Bap sm of Ella Louise, 

daughter of Louise and Stuart Cartwright 
took place on 25th June 
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Church Services—Sept 2017 
All service details are also on the Benefice website – www.sheepybenefice.org 

There is also a communion service at 9am every Thursday at Sheepy Magna 

View From the Pew 
SEPTEMBER;  

THE NINTH MONTH OF THE YEAR 

The season of harvest.  
The produce of field, 
garden and hedgerow are 
being gathered.  Orchards 
of ripening fruit and fields 
of root crops await their 
turn of harvest.  Oh, how 
blessed we are.  Warm 
sunny days of late 

summer and misty mornings of early autumn 
reminding us of how quickly the year is passing.   

Looking at my calendar, it set me thinking how, on 
New Year’s Day, when we hang our new calendar on 
the wall, there are 365 days with blank spaces.  What 
will the year hold, what story will my calendar hold…
Oh that those spaces could be filled with good reports 
and happy memories; but life is not like that, is it? 

This year has held some very sad mes in our villages 
and across the country too.  The horror in Manchester 
and London and the grief it brought, and fear too by 

terrorists, followed soon a erwards by the 
dreadful fire in Grenfell flats.  All making headlines 
in newspapers and TV. The tears, the heartbreak 
and the life changing occasions that mar lives, 
begs the ques on; there has got to be a balance? 
And there is; the joy of family life celebra ng 
weddings, and the birth of a baby, and 
anniversaries of all kinds. The coming together is 
what helps us to cope with the sad mes. Our 
family pets too; what would we do without our 
four‐legged friends? They bring us a different kind 
of comfort. The ups and downs of life are like a 
see‐saw, and as colourful as the rainbow. We 
know that when we see a rainbow, the sunshine is 
following along a er the rain. So, we take heart as 
our churches, filled with offerings of harvest, hold 
services of thanksgiving and, that whatever 
happens, and whatever we fill our calendars with, 
we keep faith in our Heavenly Father the Lord and 
Father of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Rita Reading,  

Twycross Churchwarden. 
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View From the Pulpit 
CHILDREN IN THE BIBLE 

 

Many people think the world of 
the Bible is so far distant in me 
that it can’t really help very much 
with issues about the immediate 
prac cal ques ons about having 
children and bringing them up, 
there are, even for people who 
don’t prac ce a faith, o en 
deeply spiritual concerns about 
birth, infancy and children’s lives 

as they grow up. Does God love and care for children? Do 
children ma er? How do we make sense of mes when 
children get sick, or die? What place do children have in the 
world’s future? Should children even be brought into a world 
like ours, at all? 

In fact, Scripture remains deeply relevant and helpful in 
answering these ques ons as we navigate our own children 
through today’s world. We find children in the Bible who 
elucidate God’s nature so that we can gain a richer 
understanding of what God wants for them and what God 
asks of us as parents and carers. In par cular, we can 
discover five important biblical themes about God’s 
rela onship with children.  

We find that God calls children, saves children, commissions 
them, heals them and blesses them; over the next three 
Gaze es I want to share with you these five important 
Biblical truths offered to us from The Bible Society 
[www.biblesociety.org.uk] 
 

HOW DOES GOD CALL CHILDREN? 
 

We live in a technological age when we can see unborn 
babies on an ultrasound scan and penetrate into the hitherto 
unknown world of the foetus. We know that babies and 
small children are intensely physical beings, exploring their 
own bodies and using those bodies to explore the world 
through the senses. Yet we don’t usually connect this 
physicality with responding directly to a call from God, but 
perhaps we should. 

In Psalm 139, the writer ponders his first beginnings as an 
unborn child in the womb: ‘For it was you who formed my 
inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I 
praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.’  
Similarly, in Jeremiah God says, ‘Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated 
you’. 

These insights from Scripture tell us that God is deeply and 
in mately involved in our growth and development before 
as well as a er birth. From their earliest moments unborn 
children are subject to God’s call to be and to become. They 
respond in precisely one way – they grow and develop. This 
tells us something very important. God’s call to children is 
first to grow as human beings. Their growth in the womb and 

a er birth is a response to a con nued calling. God calls us 
to this human development in body, mind and spirit right 
through our lives, however long or short, un l at the end we 
are called out of life into God’s eternal presence. This means 
God’s call is just the same and just as relevant if babies have 
disabili es or if they do not make it to birth. There are no 
failures because every human person is ‘known’. Every child 
is precious before God and subject to exactly the same call. 

This also means that when we look at our children and 
marvel at how they grow, change and develop, we are not 
just seeing physical change, but something deeply spiritual, a 
response to a divine voca on, God at work and in 
rela onship. So children can never be less important than 
anyone else and they can never be less important within the 
Church. Similarly, we cannot treat the unborn child as 
disposable or less than human, without cu ng across the 
divine love and voca on that is uniquely and eternally 
focussed upon him or her. 

We see divine voca on in Luke’s Gospel with the wonderful 
story of Mary’s visit to Elizabeth.  Both women have parallel 
stories: neither expects to be pregnant and each stands in 
the presence of a miracle. Elizabeth says that her own 
unborn baby responded immediately with joy to the 
presence of the other; it is an unborn child who is the first to 
recognise and respond to Jesus and who causes Elizabeth to 
give joyful thanks and praise. 

It is not surprising then, that parents o en find childbirth a 
profoundly spiritual experience and one which brings them 
close to God, and brings about a powerful sense of gra tude 
and miracle. To have been the nurturers and deliverers of 
God’s voca on teaches us something important about 
ourselves as witnesses of God’s ac on in the world. It also 
helps us make sense of God’s supreme act of self‐giving in 
the incarna on of Jesus, conceived in Mary’s womb and 
born just as we are born. When we look upon children 
growing, playing, inves ga ng the world and physically 
changing, we are being given insights into how God works in 
crea on, making, changing and sustaining the universe.  So 
when children today suffer abuse, neglect, or their lives are 
damaged by famine, war or disease, these things cut across 
the way God calls them into fullness of their humanity.   As 
we respond as adults to God’s con nuing voca on to be 
human, God lays on us the charge to make a world fit for our 
children to grow. 

Part Two next month. 

Every Blessing, 

See page 16 for information about the  
’More Than a Book’ scheme from The Bible 

Society, which also raises funds for your Church. 
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Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey 
01827 715701 

Cosy, warm, country pub 
serving real ales,  
fine wines and  

freshly prepared,  
home cooked cuisine. 

Lunchtime menu:  
2 Mains for £12  
(excluding Sunday) 

View our menus online at: 
www.gate-ratcliffe.co.uk 

Open Monday 5-10pm 
Tues–Fri 12–2:30pm & 5–11pm 

Saturday 12 noon–11pm 
Sunday 12 noon–8pm 

Lunch: Tues-Fri 12–2, Sat 12–3 
Traditional Sun Lunch 12–3:30 
Evening meals Weds–Sat 6–9 

Experienced 
cleaner 

available 
complete with references 
Tel: Anne 01827 875905 
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R.I.P.……… 
JILL SMITH who used to live at Park Close on The Green and 
died on 3rd August at her home in Mandurah, Western 
Australia a er a brave ba le with cancer.  She moved to 
Australia with her husband, Bob in 1999 to be nearer her 
daughters, Louise and Liz. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to Daniel Bradley & Nicole Womack who were married on June 
16th and came all the way from Lancashire for the celebra on. 

 
 

HARVEST 
It’s been a bumper year for most crops 
and we hope you will join us for our 
Thanksgiving Service at 6.30pm on 
Sunday 24th September.  Gi s of 
produce very much appreciated both 
to decorate the church and to be 
auc oned at the supper – please bring 
to church on Saturday. 

 
 

HARVEST SUPPER  
will take place the following night, 
Monday 25th  7 for 7.30.  If you haven’t 
got your name down for a seat at this 
popular annual event you’d be er be 
quick as we are limited to 65 – contact 
Sharon (881874) or Margaret 
(880308). 

OBITUARY:   
FRANCES JEAN POULSON 1921 - 2017 

Jean was born 11th February, 1921 to Percy and Flo Parkinson 
and brought up at Manor Farm, Grendon.  She a ended 
Grendon School and then Atherstone Grammar where she was 
known to prefer sports to academia.  At home her childhood 
revolved around the farm and ponies and she was an 
accomplished and compe ve rider. 

 

A er she le  school she helped on the farm where she met a 
friend of her brother’s and future husband, Joe Poulson.  They 
were married at Grendon in 1943 and moved to New House 
Grange in 1945. Jean was a keen member of Twycross WI and 
excelled at cake making,  needlework and kni ng.  She was a 
s ckler for diness and cleanliness in the home and only ever 
had a small terrier in the house which spent half of its life in the 
sink being washed and having its paws scrubbed! 

 

In 1981 they moved to School Farm, Orton on the Hill where 
she got a lot of enjoyment out of gardening. No weeds were 
allowed to grow and all vegetables and fruit that were not 
eaten immediately were frozen.  Consequently there were 
freezers full all the me!  

 

Whilst at School Farm Joe & Jean celebrated Gold and Diamond 
wedding anniversaries and achieved almost 68 years of 
marriage before Joe passed away in 2011.  Jean staunchly 
refused to use the stair li  which had been fi ed for her but 
was fortunate to be blessed with good health for most of her 
life and could s ll touch her toes at 90!  She passed away in 
Linden Lodge, Warton. 

Orton News 

Ratcliffe Culey News 
RATCLIFFE FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

A er our summer break we are looking forward to 
mee ng again on Wednesday 6.th September in the 
church room at 7.30 pm.  Our speaker will be Mr 
David Goldsmith with a presenta on of slides 
en tled ‘The Beauty of Nature’.  This speaker has 
visited us several mes previously and his illustrated 
talks have always been of a high standard.  This is an 
open mee ng, everyone is welcome to a end.  Any 
enquiries to Juliet, 713766. 
 

SPECIAL EVENT 
On Sunday 25th June, a very large congrega on of 
family and friends celebrated the bap sms of Maisie 
Ann, daughter of Edward and Helen Cartwright, and 
Ella Louise, daughter of Stuart and Louise Cartwright, 
grandchildren of Betsy and David Cartwright.  We 
welcome Maisie and Ella into the church family.  (See 
photographs on Front Cover). 

FUTURE EVENTS 
Heritage Weekend / Ride & Stride 

These events fall on 9th / 10th September.  We will be 
open to receive Riders and Striders in the church on 
Saturday 9th September.  If you wish to take part in 
this event, which involves sponsored cycling, walking, 
horse riding, running, jogging or using a mobility 
scooter around local churches, please contact Richard 
at 11, Main Rd for details.  The church will be open for 
Heritage visitors all day on Saturday and Sunday. 
 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
This will take place on Sunday, 24th September at 10 
a.m.  Gi s of produce and flowers would be much 
appreciated, together with any help you can give to 
clean and decorate the church.  The church will be 
open on Friday and Saturday. 

Con nued on page 7 
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Mrs C A Parkes 
MCSP SRP 

Chartered Physiotherapist 
  

Member of Health Professions Council 
  

Orton House Physiotherapy 
Orton House Farm 

Orton on the Hill CV9 3NR 
  

Mobile: 0789 996 6214 
Telephone: 01827 880238 

  
Member of the Organisation of 

Chartered Physiotherapists 
in Private Practice 

Renovation Experts 
 

High class builder with 30yrs experience 
offering specialist services 

Refurbishment & restoration of traditional 
properties using reclaimed materials & 

traditional building methods 

Barn conversions 

Orangeries/oak conservatories 

Farm houses 

Extensions & alterations 

Luxury period bathrooms 

Bespoke hand-made kitchens 
 

See our range of green oak garden furniture at  

www.hollisfarmfurniture.co.uk 
 

01827 881085 or 07875 498628 

email d.wilkins64@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Handcrafted Cupcakes & 
Celebration Cakes! 

Vintage china and cutlery hire 

All cakes freshly made to order 
with locally sourced ingredients 

where possible 
 

For further details or to discuss these and  
other catering requirements 

Contact Jane in Sheepy on: 
01827 880996  or  07870 934 192 
www.facebook.com/cupcakeandcutlery 

www.cupcakeandcutlery.co.uk 

ANNUAL SHEEPY FLOWER 
& VEGETABLE SHOW 

SATURDAY 9TH 
SEPTEMBER 

Sheepy Memorial Hall  
(You don't need to live in Sheepy to 

enter - open to surrounding villages!) 
Flowers, Vegetables, Fruit, Home 

Produce, Ar san, Perfect Boiled Egg 
(peeled but not cut - open to adults 

and children) 
 plus Children’s Classes 

 Cups awarded in three categories; 
 Challenge Cup. Home Produce Cup.  

Children’s Cup (12 yrs and under) 
 

Children's Class (Enter one or more or 
all):  

Limited to one entry per class per 
child. 

1.Six Small Cakes – Decorated 
2.Six Biscuits 

3.Potato Print Picture 
 4.Poem about Flowers, Vegetables or 

Fruit 
The overall winner of the children's 

class will receive a hand‐cra ed  wood 
cup with their name engraved. 

 Staging 11am – 12 noon (20p per 
entry) 

 Show re-opens at 2pm.  
Admission: Adults £1.00 / Children 

50p. 
AUCTION 3PM  

(most items sell for pennies ‐ 
everyone welcome even if you haven't 

entered any items into the show)  
Leaflets available from The Black 
Horse Pub or check out Facebook 
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Sheepy News  
We celebrated two bap sms this summer: Luca Peter 
I imia‐Mander and Amelie Elizabeth Thomas. 
Congratula ons to both families and a special welcome 
to Luca and Amelie. 
Our condolences go to the families of Margaret Ward, 
aged 85; David Salt, aged 72; Maud Basse , aged 92 
whose funerals were held in church this summer. 
 

CHURCH FETE 
Seems ages ago but what a wonderful fun day we all had 
with perfect weather again. The "Inspira ons" were 
brilliant despite their reserva ons about some of their 
members being absent. The "Dog Show" was another 
winner, with even more entrants this year, thanks to 
Sharron and Neil for their dedica on and exper se. 
Thank you all for suppor ng us and par cularly all the 
helpers who manned the stalls and gave raffle prizes, we 
made a record £1,366. Well done and thanks to everyone 
concerned. See the photo on the back cover. 

 
TUESDAY CHURCH 

Tuesday Church is an informal service with music, a story 
and a cra  ac vity. It is held on the second Tuesday of 
the month, at 1:30pm in Sheepy Church. Recep on 
children from Sheepy Primary School a end, but this 
service is open to all pre‐school children and their carers. 
Our next service is on Tuesday12th September. If you 
care for a young child why not come along and see what 
we do? All helpers are fully DBS checked. 

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP IN CHURCH 
Another Brunch on September 9th between 10am and 12 
noon. £5 a head. Full cooked breakfast, toast and 
marmalade. and endless tea and coffee to raise funds for 
the Project Account. 
 

MOTHERS UNION 
13th September. We have been invited to St. Catherine's 
Church, Burbage at 7.00 pm for their "Overseas 
Evening" .Transport to be arranged. 
 

OPEN HOUSE 
11th September 2.00pm . This is a week earlier than usual 
due to holiday arrangements. At the home of Mrs Jean 
Negus which is now "Crossways Co age" Sibson Road , 
Sheepy Parva. We will be planning our programme for the 
year. 
 

CYCLE RIDE & HISTORIC CHURCHES  
OPEN DAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 

All you keen cyclists out there, we have sponsor forms so 
that you can raise money for the Church by cycling to as 
many or as few Churches as you like during the day and 
there will be refreshments available at most of the 
Churches. You can also be sponsored for the hours you are 
prepared to sit in the Church offering refreshments. While 
the Church is open for the day we will be having a sale of 
Art Works. Very reasonable prices and all the proceeds will 
go to All Saints project . 

Con nued on page 9 

RATCLIFFE CALENDAR 2018 
Will There Be a 2018 Calendar? 

 
Not if I don’t get more photos! 

It is up to you. 
If you’d like a 2018 Ratcliffe Calendar I need 

at least 12 high quality photos by 1st October. 
So far I have just 2. 

They need to be Ratcliffe related. 
Please send as full quality email a achments 

to helenca@waitrose.com 
Thanks, Helen Anderton 

Ratcliffe Culey News (cont from P5) 
 

HARVEST SALE 
The Sale of Produce will be held on Monday, 25th 
September at 7.00 p.m.  There will be a bring‐and‐
share supper a er the sale.  Do come along and 
have an enjoyable evening with neighbours and 
friends. 

QUIZ NIGHT 
This will be held on a Friday around the middle of 
October at 7.30 p.m.  The date and full details will be 
given in the October issue of the Gaze e. 
 
CHURCH SERVICES 
  
     Sunday 24th September,  
            Harvest Festival at 10.00 a.m. 
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Lawn 
Care 

Garden 
Maintenance 

Contact Clive on: 
Tel    01827 713379 
Mob  07971 646107 

Cleaning 
Paths & 
Paving 

Rubbish 
Removal 

Tree Pruning 
Hedge  
Trimming 

Weeding 

 

Lab Cote Windows 
Upvc windows, Doors, Conservatories, Fascias, Soffits Guttering 

Deal direct with the Company owner.  We do not use sales reps and we prepare 
wri en quotes for your considera on.  Established over 35 years. 

Energy saving  A‐Rated Windows as standard.  Triple glazing also available. 

We offer free no obliga on advice to prevent expensive mistakes. 

CERTASS approved (to issue Document L Building Control Cer ficates.) 

Please ask for our free Company Checklist to help you make your decision, we will be happy to 
send you a copy without obliga on.  Contact us to see if we can help, you will be glad you did! 

Tel 01827 881531   Mobile 07932 996745 
www.labcotewindows.co.uk   E mail labcotewindows @aol.com 
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Sheepy News (cont from P 7) 
OPEN THE BOOK 

Open the Book is a series of Bible stories presented weekly 
by small teams to the children of Sheepy Primary School. 
There are seven volunteers who take part, which means 
that we are only commi ed to two or three mes each half 
term. We usually meet in Church on a Monday morning to 
rehearse, and then “perform” in school on Wednesday 
morning, term me only. Each session takes about half an 
hour. If you would like to be involved in this rewarding 
experience please contact Rev’d Julia Hargreaves or Sue 
Houghton on 01827 880517. All helpers are DBS checked. 
 

SHEEPY GROUP CHOIR 
We meet twice a month on a Friday evening at 7pm in 
Sheepy Church. This choir is open to anyone who enjoys 
singing. We don’t sing for every service, but for special 
services throughout the year, such as Harvest, Christmas, 
Easter, Pentecost, and other services, also the occasional 
wedding. We are very friendly and enjoy our choir prac ces. 
If anyone is interested in joining us please contact Gillian 
Greenwood on 01827 880647. 
 

ALL SAINTS PROJECT, SHEEPY. 
The new sound system is up and running and gives 
everyone a much clearer sound and wherever you sit you 
can hear what is being said. But it goes further and plays 
music from CDs or any modern digital device. To celebrate 
this new tool and to thank Hinckley & Bosworth BC for their 
funding support, we are holding a concert of ‘Sounds 
Amazing’ on Saturday 28th October in church at 7.30pm. 
Tickets at £5 from any member of the DCC to include a drink 
and light refreshments. You have an opportunity to bring 
along your favourite track and hear it played through our 
new system. 
 

PROJECT PROGRESS 
This month we have put the project out to tender and 
contractors are visi ng church to see the task and by 1st 
September we should have an accurate idea of the cost we 
are facing. We are persevering with fund raising and grant 
applica ons and have our op mism encouraged by the 
progress to date. 
 

SHEEPY MAGNA LADIES GROUP 
Unfortunately we were not able to have our planned 
ou ngs over the summer, but we are raring to go for our 
autumn schedule, which includes two trips to the Concordia 
Theatre, Hinckley. We begin the autumn programme on 
Wednesday 20th September. We look forward to catching 
up with old friends and hopefully making new friends! 
We are a group of ladies, mixed ages and interests who 
enjoy our lively and interes ng monthly mee ngs, so if you 

would like an evening out why not come along and see 
what you think of us? Mee ngs are held on the third 
Wednesday of each month, at 7:30pm, in Sheepy 
Memorial Hall unless otherwise published. For more 
informa on about any of the forthcoming events or the 
group in general, ring Sue on 880517 or Pat on 880627. 
 

SHEEPY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 
In July we visited Merevale Church and the Abbey 
Ruins. August’s mee ng included an illustrated talk on 
the role of a churchwarden, referencing Sheepy 
churchwardens accounts from 1775 to 1778. On display 
were several original photos/postcards of Sheepy 
Magna, Sheepy Parva & Twycross, da ng from the late 
19th century to the 1920s (kindly donated by 
descendants of the Wheatley family, former 
blacksmiths); also a 1902 copy of auc on catalogue of 
New House Grange; 1933 Parish Magazine; 
1950s/1960s Newspaper ar cles; 1957 aerial photo of 
the Poplars;1986 parish magazines; 1998 copy of 
charity football match programme Birmingham City All 
Stars ‐ v‐ Sheepy Old Boys etc.. There is no mee ng in 
September but the Society will be providing a display 
from its archives on the history of All Saints Church, 
Sheepy as part of the Heritage weekend events, 
Saturday/Sunday 9th & 10th September, which will be 
taking place in the church. This will include 
documented evidence from the 13th century to the 
early 20th century, u lising plans, photos, wills, parish 
records etc.  
The next cataloguing/research session is on Monday 
25th September in the first floor Heritage Room at 
Sheepy Memorial Hall from 10am to 12 noon. For 
further details: Tel. 01827 880721 or email: 

sheepyhistory@b nternet.com 
 

SHEEPY LITTER PICKERS 
The group formed two years ago, to help coordinate 
the many independent  Li er Pickers of the Parish. 

HBBC have presented them with their 
“Neighbourhood Improvement Group of the Year  - -

Making a Difference Award”.  
Much appreciated by the group, as it demonstrates 
that the effort and commitment of the li er pickers, to 
keep local areas li er free, is recognised by other 
people. It has been a morale booster and encourages 
them to keep going. New li er picking volunteers are 
always welcome. Contact Ian 01827 880 345. 
 
See the Back Cover page photograph of some members 

of the Li er Pickers Group. 
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JAMIE EDWARDS 
FINE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

  

Tel: 01827 881098 
Mobile: 07900 908007 

Sibson 

FENCE MAN JOHN 
 
 
 
 

FOR POST AND RAIL FENCING  
THAT LOOKS "THE PART" 

DESIGNED AND BUILT  
TO "DO THE JOB" AND LAST 

 

Feather edge, post & rail, picket 
fencing; panels supplied/fitted  

Post repair specialist 
Rose arches, raised beds, 

planters, screens 
Garden gates made to order 

Garden woodworking solutions 
 

No job too small 
 

All jobs surveyed free first 
Written estimate within 7 days 

 

Stoke Golding 
Call John on 01455 212984  

or Mob 07890 070681 
www.fencemanjohn.co.uk 

MG EVANS & SONS LTD 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

  

Holmville House, Long Street, Atherstone CV9 1AX 
Telephone: 01827-713240 – 24 hours 

  

20 Albert Rd, Tamworth B79 7JN 
Telephone: 01827-310035 – 24 hours 

  

Established 1969 – Over 45 years in business 

Rolls Royce Hearse 
Horse Drawn Hearse 

www.mgevansandsons.co.uk 

GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL PLANS 
Jaguar Limousines 

Pinwall Garden Services 
Call Dan on 07931 506613 

 

Regular garden maintenance 

One-off tidy ups 

Tree and Shrub pruning 

Grass and hedge cutting 

All types of weed control 

Fencing work 

 
 
 
 

Restore your inner peace with  
a relaxing treatment 

*Reiki *Energy in Motion *EFT 
*Indian Head Massage 
*Hot Stones Massage 

Call JILLY on 07971 488690 
Reiki Master and Teacher 

DIAL A RIDE 
Whilst analysing the Neighbourhood Plan, Sheepy Parish Council noted 
that a number of parishioners commented that the bus service was not 
equipped for those with disabili es.   Dial‐a‐Ride provides transport, in 

the Hinckley and Bosworth area, for the elderly and disabled who find it 
difficult to use public transport.    

 
The scheme uses volunteer drivers, using their own cars, to transport 
clients to health and hospital appointments, shopping, hairdressers, 
visits to friends or rela ves, lunch clubs etc. There is also a minibus 

service available. 
 

Charges depend on where you are going to and from. 
 

Transport is available un l 5pm and some mes later, plus weekends for 
essen al trips or ou ngs.  

For further informa on telephone: 01455 250462. 
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Shenton News 
I thought it would be interes ng to find out what life was like in 
Shenton seventy years ago, and so, as the villager who has lived 
here the longest, I talked to Charles Clarke of Top House Farm 

about his memories of Shenton. 

Maria Davies. 

 

Charles was born at Stud Farm, in 1938. His family have lived 
and farmed here for over 100 years, with his son Andrew now 
at the helm. He recalls as a young boy, he wasn't allowed to 
play tennis or cards on a Sunday. The village children would 
gather outside the village hall to play together ‐ although there 
was one family of children that Charles was not allowed to play 
with as they had head lice! Most people who lived in the village 
were employed in the village, o en with homes ed to jobs. 
There was a chauffeur, gardener and maid at Shenton Hall, 
farmers, labourers, estate workers, a teacher, blacksmith, 
carpenter (Mr. Lees) and sta on master to name a few. Not 
forge ng the gamekeeper, Mr. Range, who had one arm and 
shot from the hip! Over the years, Shenton had a public 

house, a Post Office which was housed in Mrs. Bayliss’s li le 
co age in Pump Street, and a shop. Back then Stud Farm was 
fairly self sufficient,. They ground up the oats, barley and beans 
they grew to feed the ca le. Cash crops sold out of the village 
were potatoes and wheat. He recalls there were 10 dairy herds 
in the village at that me, so every day the milk lorry would 
come and take the milk in 10 gallon churns that they had to 
help li  up onto the lorry. How mes have changed, we don't 
have any herds now.  

 

Shenton sta on was used by the village; Stud Farm would send 
sugar beet off by train and receive seed potatoes. Harry Hulme 
and Joan used to come and collect the chicks for Stubble Hill 
Farm which had arrived by train. Charles tells of two soldiers 
that were billeted to Top House Farm, Sgt Hill and Corporal 
Duckworth, they worked in the sta on yard mending tank 
tracks. The sta on master lived in the house next to it. There 
was a Midland Red bus that came past the aqueduct each day 
and some mes it came into the village! It wasn't well used as 
each week the village had a greengrocer, 3 butchers, milkman, 
2 bakers, a grocer, a fishmonger and a haberdashery van visit. 
Charles recalls his mother handing over a list of shopping she 
required to the grocer for the following fortnight (that always 
included Nut Brown Ale for Mr. Clarke). Sounds like online 
shopping! but there was only a small range of foods at that 

me and ra oning was on. Everyone grew fruit and vegetables 
in the village for their own consump on and Mr. Jess, the 
Estate Manager at the Thatched Co age grew extra for Mr. 
Wollaston. 

 

Shenton had its own school then. It was a beau ful place with 
its own li le garden and pond. There were two classes, one in 
the school and one of them in the Village Hall. Charles 
remembers there being about 15 children in each class, which 
included evacuees. Miss Gave e, one of the school mistresses, 
was very keen on the school garden and was always tending to 
it. Over the years, the school mistresses were Miss Mu mer, 
Miss Kelly and Miss Gave e, with Mrs. Dawkins teaching in the 

Village Hall. A green van used to come with buckets hanging off 
the side to empty all the toilets in the village. The main sewer 
didn't arrive in the village un l 1970. There were two families in 
Shenton that had 8 children each, the Dawkins and the 
Gormans, and the Fosters had 5. They all lived in fairly small 
co ages. A lot of the co ages were separated into smaller 
dwellings at that me. We s ll have the mobile library visit the 
village that has been visi ng for many years. 

 

The Village Hall was in full use and was used as a centre for the 
community, holding the annual fancy dress dance with Ivor 
Pope’s band and his squeezebox! It also accommodated whist 
drives, civil defence mee ngs and had a Corona on party for all 
of the children. The Village Hall sadly isn't in use now. The village 
has been fundraising for the roof and tower for over 30 years 
and we are just about to undergo the work required. Charles 
was in the Church choir, bell ringing group and was also a server 
with Tony Bayliss. There were communion services on 3 Sundays 
of the month, with ma ns on the 4th. Evensong would be at 
6.30. Sunday school was run by Linda Lawton with Confirma on 
classes taken by Mr. Frost, the lay reader. Charles also 
completed 25 years as Church Warden. 

 

Over the years there have been many events to raise funds for 
the Church; safari suppers, concerts and choirs, wine tas ngs, 
fruit, vegetable and flower shows, garden produce sales, harvest 
fes vals and of course the annual Garden Fete. This was a major 
event in the village that had been running since the mid 1950’s. 
Held at Shenton Hall un l Peter Hall passed away and then 
do ed at various loca ons throughout the village. It was a great 
fundraiser. Mrs. Hall always wore an enormous hat and looked 
very much the lady of the manor, strolling around the garden to 
the sound of the brass band. Who could forget John Smith’s 
‘catch a rat’! The village also had an annual cricket match, held 
at Shenton House. Everyone looked forward to this and the 
lovely cakes and sandwiches made by Mrs. Wollaston and the 
ladies in the village. We remember Canon Robinson, a keen 
cricketer, at the crease taking a second to pray before he swung 
the bat. Charles remembers most of the village gathering at Top 
House Farm to watch the Corona on on the TV. His 
grandparents and 3 aunts lived there at that me. It had been 
bought specially for the occasion, although Mrs. Gledhill was the 
first person in the village to have a TV in 1950! 

 

Charles spoke with great fondness about Shenton whilst 
reminiscing about the past and I believe the village has been 
very fortunate to have him. He has no doubt helped shape it 
over the years, being a constant through changing mes. Even 
now there is no stopping him, if something needs doing in the 
village, he’s there. Thank you Charles. 

 

Although the differences between then are now are very many, 
Shenton is s ll a sleepy, rural and green place with a slow pace 

of life, full of birdsong. People with good values and good hearts 
con nue to live here and do what they can for others. We can’t 

ask for more than that in our wonderful li le village. 
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High Class Interior & Exterior 
Painting & Decorating 

M D Matthews 
  

Telephone: 01827-718974 
Mobile: 07946-731649 

Email:  
mdma @b nternet.com 

PRIME BEEF & LAMB 
LOCALLY PRODUCED 

Licensed to deal in game 

             BATES OF  
    ATHERSTONE LTD 

6 Market Street, Atherstone 
Telephone: 01827 713175 

 

Advertise in this space. 

Contact the Editor 
Helen Anderton 

helenca@waitrose.com 
01827 714855 

OAKEY & MILLER 
GARDENING SERVICES 

 
Lawn mowing/laying, Weeding, 

Hedge cutting, Slab laying, Fencing 
No job too small 

 

Call ROBERT on 07814 586013 
or STUART on 07478349521 

for a free quote 

MKS Décor 
 

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

FULLY QUALIFIED & HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

WITH 15 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

For a FREE quotation contact 
Matthew on: 07816 428929 

email: mksdecor@hotmail.co.uk  

Softleys 
in the Square 

Market Bosworth 
Telephone:  

01455 290464 
All menus available to view online or telephone us 

Accommodation available from £69.00 
Tuesdays & Thursdays: ‘Gourmet Evening’–3 courses from £26 

A La Carte and Set Menu available Lunch & Dinner 
Afternoon Tea available every Saturday from £16 

email: so leysrestaurant@gmail.com 
www.so leys.com 

 
 

SMITHS GARAGE LTD 
PINWALL, ATHERSTONE 

CV9 3NB 
  

 NEW & USED CAR SALES 

 SERVICE & MOT TESTING 

 ACCIDENT REPAIRS 

 FORD PARTS SALES 
 

OPENING HOURS: 
Mon to Fri 8:00am to 5:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am to 5:00pm 

  

TELEPHONE 
01827-712156 
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Twycross News 

Sibson News 

PHOTOGRAPH COMPETITION 
We are looking for photographs of 

the countryside, flora and fauna 
taken locally throughout the year.  

Winning photographs will be published in the 2018 
calendar in aid of Sibson village hall and church. 

Separate categories for Adults and Children, 
so kids get snapping too!   

Entry deadline: 1 October 2017.  Send your entries to 
alison@genysisconsultants.co.uk  

WELLSBOROUGH 
 

Geoff & Phyllis of The Chalet, Tinsel Lane, 

Wellsborough, would like to thank everyone 

who a ended their Charity A ernoon Tea & 

Cakes in August, or who donated cash or 

prizes – a total of £925 was raised for Cancer 

Research UK — Thank you! 

VILLAGE HALL 
On Friday 27th October at 7pm, we are staging a 
concert featuring the Sheepy Melody Makers and a 
Ukelele band from Nuneaton.  Proceeds will be used 
to repair the hall.  Admission £5 per head.  We will 
have refreshments for sale, and will hold a raffle. 
We also have bingo on the following Saturdays: 
September 16th and 30th, and October 14th. 
For further details of all events, please contact 
Margaret on 01827 880947. 
 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
Our mee ngs are held at the Village Hall on the third 
Monday in the Month and start at 7.15pm. In August 
we are going out for a social evening, but are back at 
the Hall on Monday September 18th when we have 
an excellent speaker, Julie Ede, telling us about 
Queen Eleanor and Edward 1. This will be followed 

by homemade refreshments. To come as a visitor it 
costs £2 but I am sure you will enjoy the evening so 
please come and join us 
 

TWYCROSS LADIES 
 We con nue to meet at Harvey’s Coffee Cabin at 
Jacksons of Twycross at 11.15am on the third 
Wednesday of the month.  The next evening get‐
together is Monday 25th September 7pm‐10, again 
courtesy of Harvey’s.  No agenda, just a chit chat.  
All welcome. 

FACEBOOK 
Thank you to Paula for se ng up a Facebook group 
called Twycross Community Group, a place where 
you can post events and find out what’s happening 
in our village and roundabout. 
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To Advertise in the Gazette, contact the Editor:  
Helen Anderton 

helenca@waitrose.com 
01827 714855 

(£1 per column centimetre per issue, or £40 a half page) 

 

We are the area’s leading stockists of accessories and components: 

01827 
      716111 
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NEWS FOR RATCLIFFE FROM 
WITHERLEY PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

Extracts from the Minutes of the July 2017 Mee ng 

Leicestershire Superfast Broadband team advise 
Ratcliffe (Atherstone Cab 22) is 8 months behind 
schedule, there is an underground conduit to be 
cleared by contractors. This work is to be given 
priority for this quarter.  
 
There has been a spate of vehicle registra on plate 
the s across the Borough, the police are giving 
away one‐way screws which prevent plates being 
removed easily 

 
What is Neighbourhood Development 

Planning? 
The localism Act introduced new rights and powers 
to allow local communi es to plan new 
development in their area and therefore help to 
decide the future of the places where they live and 
work.  Neighbourhood planning empowers 
communi es to shape the development and growth 
of a local area through the produc on of a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP), a 
Neighbourhood Development Order (NDO) or a 
Community Right to Build Order (CRTO). 
 

Neighbourhood Development Plans are a new 
way for communi es to decide the future of the 
places where they live and work; it is a new er of 
the development plan created by communi es. The 
NDP will establish planning policies for the 
development and use of land in a neighbourhood.  It 
is important to note that policies created through 
the NDP will need to be related to the use of land in 
the area or to spa al ma ers, and must conform 
with various regula ons (including the local Borough 
Plan and Na onal Planning Policy Framework). 
 

The Parish Council is the qualifying body 
responsible for the crea on of the NDP, and is 
forming a steering group to lead its forma on 
locally.  If you would like to contribute in some way 
please contact the Parish Clerk on 01827 880548 or 
email clerk@witherleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

NEWS FROM TWYCROSS PARISH 
COUNCIL- SUMMER 2017  

 

a) High Speed Two (HS2)- The government 

announced in July 2017 that the route will not now 

run to the east of Measham but will now follow the 

A42 transport corridor west of Measham, which is 

further away from our villages.  More details of HS2 

can be found at www.gov.uk/hs2.  

b) Ambulance response mes-Our local county 

councillor, Ivan Ould, will be mee ng 

representa ves of the local ambulance service to 

discuss concerns. If anyone has recently experienced 

a problem with an ambulance response do feel free 

to let me know. 

c) Farm vehicles – poor driving by some operators.  

I have wri en to the NFU and asked them to remind 

their members to drive safely and with 

considera on for village residents when using local 

roads.  Residents are encouraged to report speeding 

to the police.  

d)-Twycross play area-the parish council has now 

purchased the Twycross play area from the Crown 

Estate, which cost just under £14,000 as they turned 

down our request for the land as a gi .  Hinckley and 

Bosworth Borough Council has kindly given us a 

grant of £6,900 to help us meet the cost. Thanks to 

our local district councillor Kevin Morrell for all his 

support. 

e) –Village Improvements-Money from local 

planning developments (‘sec on 106’ money) can be 

used for certain maintenance and improvement 

work.  This will be discussed at our next mee ng, in 

Norton on the 21st September at 7pm. You are 

welcome to a end if you are interested. 

Visit the parish council’s website for more 

informa on.  A parish councillor to represent Norton 

is s ll being sought. 

Alan Davies, Cock Lane. Tel 01827 880277                                                       

August 2017 

Community News 
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Maths Tuition 
Available for AS, A Level,  
GCSE, Key Stages 3 & 2 SATs 
Call Sue Wilkins on 01827 712958 

 

www.francescasinclair.co.uk 

Email info@francescasinclair.co.uk 

Telephone 07901 547360 

Private Tuition 
since 2004 by  

fully qualified teacher 

A-Level Biology, Chemistry, & Psychology 
GCSE Maths & Sciences 

Home schooling, adult learners &  
teacher training support 

Dr Alan Wood 
the.factory@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel: 01827 719923 

TIM HARDING 
Your Local Electrician 

 

no job too small or large 
FREE advice  
& quotations 

 

Telephone 
07977 012940 or 01827 880473 

Rose Co age, 3 Orton Lane, Sheepy Magna, 

Warwickshire, CV9 3NJ 

 
 
 
 

Your church has now been approved for the  
More Than A Book programme. 

Your unique church reference number is: 12049 
 

The more people who use this number* when placing an order from 
the shop, the more money your church could earn.  

 
As you're now you're all set up and ready to go there's no be er me 

to visit the shop and start browsing through all the great Bible 
resources. 

We look forward to receiving your orders soon! 
* you can also select your church from the drop down menu provided  
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On a drizzly Sunday at the end of June, staff, 
parents and pupils got together to “Spruce‐up 
Sheepy School” in an event jointly organised by 
the PTA and the school.  

Nineteen families were represented and in only a 
couple of hours, areas of the school grounds had 
been painted, pruned, weeded, planted and 
swept.  

 

There was a real community atmosphere and 
everyone mucked in to help and make a 
difference.  A er the work, there was a picnic at 
the park where the working party had a chance to 
relax and play together. 

A er the success of this first event, we will be 
running more like it and hoping that more people 
will come and join the fun 

Thank you to everyone who came along and 
helped. It was a fabulous day and the school 
looked fabulous. The painted benches and tyres 
have really brightened up our school.  

 

Thank you PTA for organising it and ge ng 
everyone enthused and on board. 
 

Mrs Alison Field 
Headteacher 

Sheepy Magna 
CofE Primary 
School News 

www.sheepymagna.leics.sch.uk 

Sibson 
Village Hall 

Looking for 
somewhere to hold a regular group or event?  

Look no further 
Sibson Village Hall is a top facility to hire for any 

occasion, with a fully equipped kitchen, off road parking 
and a pleasant outdoor area.   

 

Cost of hire: 
Main and Small Hall plus kitchen and server area:  

£12 per hour, or excluding Main Hall: £6.50 per hour 
 

We only charge for the me of the event 
Not the prepara on me or cleaning up a erwards 

 

For further details, to check availability, and to book  
Please call Brian May on 01827 880511 

 @Sibson Parish Village Hall 
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www.sheepymemorialhall.wixsite.com/hall   
sheepymemorialhall@hotmail.co.uk 

07443 302225   

Sheepy Memorial Hall 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
New Adult Circuit Training Class  

Sunday Afternoons 
Sheepy Memorial Hall 

Call Lou 07429 623792 for details 
Adult Tap Classes: 1st,2nd,3rd Thursdays 7pm, 
contact Bonnie 07973 743217. 

Tai Chi: Every Tuesday 12 noon ll 1:30 pm.  
All comers welcome, just turn up.  

Sheepy Shed Brunch Club: Every Wednesday 
10:30am—Bacon and Coffee, Sausage and 
Tea, great chat and company. 

Sheepy Local History Society: mee ngs 2nd 
Tuesday monthly, plus Research & Cataloguing 
last Monday monthly, 10‐12 in 1st Flr Heritage 
Room sheepyhistory@b nternet.com 

Zumba with Bonnie: 9:15am Wed, 8pm       
Thurs, £4 for 1 hour, 07973 743 217.  

 

Ladies Group: Sue Houghton, 3rd Wed eve 
monthly 01827 880517 

Didgeridoo Class: with tutor Mark Harwood.  
Beginners welcome, no instrument required.  
7:30pm 4th Weds of the month, £5. 

Bingo: Turn up on the night, 3rd Friday 
monthly, doors open 6:30, eyes down 7pm  

Beadelicious: Just turn up, last Friday 
monthly 7pm. 

Puppy School: Sharron Byard 07977 538 751 
email puppyschool@mail.com, website 
www.puppyschoolatherstone.co.uk 

Sheepy WI: 4th Tuesday monthly 7:30‐9:30pm 
‐ Jean Pritche  on 07776 298602 

AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES, FAMILY CELEBRATIONS  AND FUNERALS. 

Only £11 per hour, or £8 per hour for long term bookings.   
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Emergency Numbers 
If you find yourself housebound and in need, 

please ring one of these numbers for help: 

Sheepy:  Mrs Green 01827 880047 or  
Mrs Negus 01827 880645 

Ratcliffe:  Mrs Pra  01827 714565 

Orton:  Mrs McKay 01827 880308 

Twycross:  vacant 

Please send news for the October edition to your village 
correspondent, as named above, by 12 September at the latest.  
We’re happy to receive articles of local interest for publication—but 
reserve the Editor’s right, to publish or not, shorten or edit as 
required.  
Don’t forget the Gazette can also be viewed, in full colour, on the 
benefice website: www.sheepybenefice.org.  
(Just scan the QR Code on the right with your phone / notepad) 
          Helen                                              Tony 
         (Editor)                                        (Dep. Editor)   
 helenca@waitrose.com                           gazette@post2tc.com 

 Editor’s Notes 
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RATCLIFFE CULEY 
 

Ratcliffe Friendship Club at their Presenta on lunch 
at Purley Chase Centre. 

Marjorie Bowles and Juliet Jones presented a cheque 
for £530 to Guide Dogs for the Blind, being proceeds 

of the Charity A ernoon Tea in June. 

SHEEPY CHURCH FETE 

See Page 7 

WEDDING 
Andrew and Catherine Parkinson at the 

moment when Rev Alison Thorp asked “does 
anyone know…….? Catherine looks straight 

at her family! 

SHEEPY’S GOOD CITIZENS 
 

Some of the Sheepy Li er Pickers United group, with 
their ,"Making a Difference Award",  

presented by H.B.B.C. The group are the 2017 
winners of  

"Neighbourhood Improvement Group of The Year.” 


